CHURCH IICHRIST
A21st Century church following
God's lst Century pattern
1400 Troy Road
Collinsville, IL 62234
Located of I-55/70 at exit 17 on the
South Frontage Road in Troy
Church office: (618) 667-6708
Web site : www. collinsvilleco c. org
Email: collinsvilleco c@ att. net

ComeVisitUs!
You

will find a friendly atmosphere among loving

Christians at the church of Christ. We are family
oriented with an active youth group. We cordially
invite you to join us in reverent worship to God.

Bible Classes (All Ages) ......o......................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.................................... I 0:30 a.m.
Evening Worship ....................................... 6:00 p.m.

Biblg Class (Adult) .................o.................. 1 :30 p.m.
Bible Classes (All Ages) .............o............ .. 7 :00 p.m.
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For information call 667-6709
Free Bible Study Courses by

Mail

Free Bible Literature (variety of subjects)
Free In-Home Video Bible Series
Free Personal Home Bible Studies
Free Transportation to our Services

Food Pantry

HOUSE TO HOUSE/HEART TO HEART is published
bimonthly. It is sent to select postal routes and to
individuals elsewhere free rpbtr request. Send all
c-orrespondence to address 6n back'panel. To God be
the glory.

After sixty-two -year-old miner
William Hyatt's car broke down, he
walked twenty-two miles through the Mojave Desert, crawling the last two before
collapsing from thirst and exhaustion.
He died face down in the sand. |ust over
the hill-a half mile away-was Saratoga
Springs.-He almobt made it to safety.
After World War II ended, a soldier
called his mother from Europe saying,
"f'm coming home." He had fought four
years, survived horrific battles, and was
there when the Allies won. He soon arrived in the U.S. and boarded a small plane
for Dallas. Tragically, it crashed. He almost
made it home.
On February I,2003, the space shuttle
Columbia returned from its twenty-eighth
mission. Having spent sixteen days in
space, it was sixteen minutes from landirg. Families had gathered in Houston
to welcome loved ones home. Something
went terribly wrong. A piece of foam insulation broke off and damaged a wing, and
the force and heat of reentry caused the
Columbia to disintegrate and rain down
in pieces over Louisiana and Texas. Seven
astronauts almost made it back.
King Agrippa listened to Paul preach.
The apostle was a compelling speaker, and
the gospel was a powerful message (Acts
l4:I2; Hebrews 4:12). Agrippa understood
the teaching; he believed the prophets (Acts
26:26-27). Yet he said, 'Almost thou persuadeth me to be a Christian" (26:28). He

was as close to heaven's door as he would
ever be, but Agrippa only almost made it.
Since salvation is the world's most

valuable commodity (Matthew 16: 26),
missing out on it is life's greatest tragedy.
Agrippa was not the last to be "almost" a
Christian. Many in each generation come
to the kingdom's gate (Mark 12:34), and
then walk away.
Let's explore why people are only almost
persuaded.

"l have a reputation to uphold."
Agrippa may have sent Paul away because
he did not want to admit he was a sinner
needing a Savior. He and Bernice arrived
with great pomp (Acts 25:23), indicating a
love for ostentation and hinting at pride.
Perhaps he saw himself as "the master of
his fate, the captain of his soul," who needed governing and absolution from no one.
A king bowing to a Carpenter?
There are two primary reasons people
reject |esus today:
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They do not think that they need a Savior. Many consider themselves basically
good-better than most-and find it
hard to admit sin. Repentance is unpalatable. What will people think? (cf. |ohn
12:42-43; Matthew 27:24). What might
they say?
They do not think they want a Lord.
Proclaiming allegiance to |esus means
He becomes ruler of one's life. That is
scary to many people. Yet His yoke is
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