
  
 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY 
Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Worship 10:30 AM & 6:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study (Adult) 1:30 PM 
Bible Study (All Ages) 7:00 PM 

www.collinsvillecoc.org 
(618) 667-6708 

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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 here are so many good things taking place that I want to encourage you to take 

note and be a part of all this. 

Our light is shining more and more into the community. On three occasions in 

the past six months we have served the needs of those in the community by providing 

food, diapers and detergents. The last two of these we were able, with the help of the 

USDA, to provide perishable commodities. Our ladies are organized to send cards, not 

only to encourage members, but to welcome visitors and invite to our assembly new 

residents moving into our community. Another effort has been in cooperation with the 

local chamber of commerce. Our advertisements have been appearing on a digital billboard sponsored by the 

chamber of commerce. It is visible as vehicles head east out of St. Louis on I-64/55, located in the vicinity of 

the I-64/55/70 interchange east of downtown St. Louis. An outreach VBS is also being planned for early June. 

Second, with both Robbie and Renn on board along with the great work of the family committee and others, 

we are seeing more activity within the congregation. There have been several family events and more are being 

planned. Pew Packers, Lads to Leaders, and youth events are being initiated once again. The ladies’ and men’s 

days for the edification of both our ladies and our men are scheduled for April 24 and May 1 respectively. 

Third, with the state opening up more, we are seeing the attendance to our assemblies increasing, both for 

the morning and the afternoon. This is extremely important. Though it has been a blessing to be able to worship 

with the body by streaming the services, we must not overlook the value of personally assembling with the 

saints for worship. We know that it is important and valuable because God, through the inspired writer, informs 

us that we should not abandon the worship assembly (Hebrews 10:25). It is understood that there are times 

when we cannot assemble and times when it is best not to do so due to circumstances, such as with the 

pandemic, dangerous weather conditions, and other such difficult situations. We are fortunate to be able to 

stream the worship at those times. Yet, there are benefits that we miss when not personally at the assembly. 

Remember. We are social beings. God made us so that we rely upon one another. Consider all the “one another” 

passages in the N.T. We are to love one another, bear one another’s burdens, receive one another, comfort one 

another, and more. When we assemble, there are several of those “one another” relationships involved that are 

not possible while streaming worship. As we assemble together for worship, we are able to consider one another 

(Hebrews 10:24), arouse and stimulate one another (Hebrews 10:24), encourage one another (Hebrews 10:25), 

edify one another (1 Corinthians 14:26), as well as speak, teach and admonish one another in song (Ephesians 

5:19; Colossians 3:16). 

It has been wonderful seeing and talking with those who have not been able to assemble in weeks and even 

in months. I look forward to seeing even more who will be able soon to join us once again in the assembly. 

 

Terry L. Mabery 
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The Shepherd’s Pen 


