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here is a passage in the book of Jeremiah that is probably known above all others in the book. 

It is the fifth verse of the opening chapter. Here it says, “Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” 

Most of the time this passage is used when discussing abortion and when life begins. Usually, we read 

this verse in isolation but if we were to continue reading in verse six we see, “Then said I: ‘Ah, Lord 

God! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.” I believe this verse and the ones proceeding it prove a 

very important and invaluable point. 

Jeremiah is saying that he cannot do what God has called him to do because he is simply too young. 

The word “youth” means “boy, child, lad, young man.” There is no way for us to know just how old 

Jeremiah was when this happened but we do know that he was a very young man. There were several 

prophets who were called at a young age including Isaiah, Hosea, and Zechariah. Jeremiah offered an 

excuse to the Lord, something which had been done many times before. These kinds of excuses where 

not new to God and He knew that Jeremiah would give that excuse which is why He says in Jeremiah 

1:7, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth.’” No matter what Jeremiah said God had already chosen him. I believe 

what God is saying is that Jeremiah’s youth did not matter. God was going to be able to use him to 

teach His people regardless of his age. I think that is something that is so important for Christians to 

remember today. Age does not matter. 

In the remainder of verse 7 and in verse 8 we read, “‘For you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of their faces, For I am with you to 

deliver you,’ says the LORD.” God was certain that Jeremiah, though young, would go and preach the 

truth to the people. The Lord gives Jeremiah that reassurance that He would be with him, and there was 

no need to fear what others might say or do. This is still true for the youthful members of the body of 

Christ. You can still teach, you can still bring people to Christ no matter your age, and there is no one 

on this earth that you should fear. Jesus told us, “And you will be hated by all men for my name’s sake. 

But he who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). There is no being in existence that we 

should fear other than God. With that in mind we ought to preach the gospel with all boldness (Acts 

4:31). 

Age does not matter. If you are young do not be fooled into thinking that you are not good enough 

or knowledgeable enough to bring people to Christ. Paul commanded Timothy to live his life in such a 

way that he could be an example of a true Christian (1 Timothy 4:12). 
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I AM YOUTH 
Renn Ferguson 


