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or years I have visited a brother in Christ who is 

incarcerated. I do not think any of us who have 

not experienced such a life can imagine what the 

conditions are like. He has been threatened. He has 

mingled with killers. Because of the danger, he keeps 

to himself as much as possible. He has shared with 

another inmate a cell half the size of a normal 

bedroom. All his possessions had to fit into two small 

containers, each about the size of a sixteen-quart 

cooler. His every movement is controlled and 

monitored. He has been degraded by being strip 

searched. 

I became acquainted with Michael and started 

visiting him in 1994. He had attended the assembly of 

the saints with his grandparents as a teenager. He was 

baptized and was added to the Lord’s church when 

accusations were made against him, and he did not 

know where to turn. He was in his fifties and weak 

spiritually with little knowledge. I have seen him 

grow in knowledge and in faith. When he gets out of 

prison, he hopes to use what life he has left in the 

service of our Lord. At this point, he does not know 

how that will be. Yet, he has faith that it will 

somehow work out. 

I have seen people turn from God when 

difficulties arise in their lives. Some blame God and 

never darken the doors of the assembly again. 

Sometimes we get discouraged. We do not know why 

we must suffer or experience so much difficulty in 

life. We are filled with self-pity. Then we use the pity 

and the problems as excuses. Michael has gone 

through many of these emotions. 

I have said all this because I wanted to relay to 

you some things Michael has said to me. He has 

certainly given me some food for thought. Michael 

has told me he has learned not to be so fearful. He has 

learned to make the best of his situation. He has been 

able even to look for the blessings. He realizes that 

God will not remove the difficulty from his life, but 

He will help him deal with it. He has learned not to 

blame God, but to trust him. 

I think when Michael is finally released from 

prison, he will be a faithful fellow-laborer for the 

Lord. He will be an asset to some congregation. Why? 

It is because he has learned from the words of Paul 

what many of us need to learn. He has learned 

contentment regardless of his circumstances (Phil. 

4:11-13). He has learned to trust in God’s grace (2 

Cor. 7:10-11). May we do the same as we deal with 

our difficult circumstances. 

Pray for Michael. Recently his parole was denied 

once again, but hope remains. 

Terry L. Mabery 

 

*******
 

On the interstate highway outside of the Champaign-

Urbana area, I saw billboard advertising the University of 

Illinois. Along with some pictures was the slogan, 

“Enriching Lives.”  

That is exactly what the church is for, enriching lives. 

The church enriches the lives of those in the church. When 

one is baptized into Christ, he is added to the church (Acts 

2:38-47). We are the church! We are to enrich one 

another’s lives through edification, encouragement, 

rebuke, fellowship, and more. See 1 Thess 5:11 ESV  
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Make the Best of Your Life! 


