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nce upon a time there was a woman married to 

an annoying man. He would complain about 

everything. One day he went to the creek with 

his mule. He complained so much that the mule got 

annoyed and kicked him to death. 

At the funeral, when all the men walked by the 

wife she shook her head yes and every time the 

women walked by she shook her head no. 

The minister asked “Why are you shaking your 

head yes for men and no for women?” Her response 

was, “The men would say how sorry they felt for me 

and I was saying, ‘Yes, I’ll be alright.’ When the 

women walked by, they were asking if the mule was 

for sale...” 

Perhaps, you know of someone who would like to 

buy that mule. So many marriages are in shambles 

because one or both spouses are not pleasant and 

cordial to the other. Constant complaining makes 

marriage a painful drudgery. 

There are a couple of simple truths that would do 

well in every relationship, “Therefore all things 

whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 

ye even so to them” (Mat. 7:12), and “A soft answer 

turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. 

The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but 

the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness” (Pro. 

15:1-2). 

Making diligent use of these two simple truths 

will go a long way in making our marriages a blessing 

instead of an agonizing grind. 

 

John Moore 

via The St. Peters Proclaimer 

July 29, 2012 
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Have you ever heard the saying, “Bury the 

hatchet?” The idea, of course, is to put away those 

things that have caused division and hurt. Once I read 

that statement with something added, “Don’t bury the 

hatchet with the handle sticking out.” I am sure that 

came from the fact that many times people just cannot 

seem to let go of those things that have caused 

division and hurt. They might say they will. They 

might try to do so. Yet, some people just bury the 

head of the hatchet so they can always grab the 

handle and pull it out whenever they want. Grudges 

can really destroy relationships.  

Aren’t you glad God is not like people. What if 

God held grudges? What if he would leave the handle 

of the hatchet out when we ask Him for forgiveness. 

It would mean that He just might grab hold of that 

handle on the day of judgment. But God is not like 

man.  

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.  

Ps 86:5 ESV  

Humbly bow before God today and thank Him 

that He is not a God that holds a grudge. Thank Him 

for being a gracious and merciful God. For we are not 

deserving of His salvation. It is only by His grace and 

mercy. Let us, also, try to be more like Him this day. 

Release that ax handle and bury it for good. Make 

peace with your brother or sister.   
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