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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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hen I go to the store, I take a list. Otherwise, 

if I need more than three items, I will likely 

forget at least one. When the list is complete, 

I can head for the checkout. But the list is really the 

minimum we need. Often there will be other things 

which didn't make the list. Do you treat your 

Christianity like this? Do you have a God list? These 

are the things I need to do to satisfy God. Check them 

off and I'm good. 

The Pharisees had checklists. We can see this in 

the Pharisee's prayer in Jesus' parable. He ticked off 

the things he had done and expected God to be well 

pleased with him.  

God only has two questions: Are you my servant? 

Do you love me?  

Don't answer too quickly. A servant (slave) is to 

do whatever the master wishes. Jesus said, “If you 

love me, you will keep my commandments? There is 

no minimum, enough to get by, list. When an 

opportunity arises to please God, whether directly 

(worship, Bible study, prayer, etc.) or indirectly 

(when you do it for the least of these, my brethren) 

ask “Am I His servant? 

Do I love Him enough to do this?” 

 
Jimmie Hattemer 

 

*******
 

Consider the resources on this earth that are 

available to man. Great reserves of naturally 

occurring elements and resources have been tapped 

by man to give us the energy and materials to use in 

making all kinds of devices to make life better. 

Consider the ingenuity of man throughout the ages to 

be able to take those resources and put them to use in 

building great and complex buildings and devices. 

Electric grids crisscross our country. Huge refineries 

pump out oil and gasoline. Nuclear plants, water 

powered electrical plants, large industries fueled by 

coal are taken for granted. However, electric grids can 

become overloaded and fail. Natural disasters can 

cause damage to refineries and power plants that 

would reduce available oil and energy. Yet, there is 

no power shortage when it comes to God.  

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

and by the breath of his mouth all their host. He 

gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the 

deeps in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 

him! For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, 

and it stood firm. Ps 33:6-9 ESV  

Unfortunately, all the world does not stand in awe 

of Him, though He is worthy of all praise and 

adoration. Stand in awe of God this day. For He has 

given you life and all the resources necessary for it. 

His power does not fail. Assemble and worship Him 

the first day of the week.  
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