
lesus Paid It A11
"He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and tne b righteousne-,s,s. By hii wounds you have beeniealed"

(1 Peter 2:24).

Seneca the Youn ga\ a tutor and advisor
to the Roman Emperor Nero asked, "Can
anyon.. be found *h9 ryo-"ld- prefer wasting
away in pain dying limb by limb, or letting
out his life drop by drop, rather than expiring
once for aII? Can any man be found willing to
be fastened to the accursed tree, long sickly,
akeady deformed, swelling with ugly weals on
shoulders and chest, and drawing the breath
of life amid long drawn-out agony? He would
have many excuses for dying even before mounting the cross."
(Epistle l0I to Lucilius).

If we could choose how we die, we surely would prefer some
method other than a slow, painful death. Yet Jesus said, "For this
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may
take it up again No one takes it from ffie, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority

- to take it up again This charge I have received from my Father"
(John 10:17-1 8). Jesus was willing to pray to the Father, "not my
will, but yours, be done" (Luke 22:42). We must learn to die to
self, so that we may live for the will of God.

When we look at the cross, it humbles us. Jesus loved us
enough to sacrifice Himself thatpainful and humiliating way.
The Hebrew writer encourages us: "fixing our eyes on JesuS,
the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, andhas sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews L2:2).

Because of the Lord's sacrifice, we preach Christ and Him
crucified. There is no more important message! It is needed by
every soul! Please help us financially to take this message to
hundreds of millions of people who need to know the Lord and be
saved.

The Lord be with you,
Phil Sanders
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