
A2lst Century church following
God's lst Century pattern

1400 Troy Road
Collinsville, IL 62234

Located of I-55/70 at exit 17 on the
South Frontage Road in Troy

Church office: (613) 667-6708
Web site : www. collin svilleco c. org

Email: collinsvilleco c@ att. net

ComeVisitUs!
You will find a friendly atmosphere among loving
Christians at the church of Christ. We are family
oriented with an active youth group. We corciiaily
invite you to join us in reverent worship to God.

Bible Classes (All Ages) .............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.................................... I 0 :30 a.m.

Evening Worship ....................................... 6:00 p.m.

Biblg Class (Adult) ...............o............o....... I :30 p.m.
Biblg Classgs (All Ages) ... r...oo...o...o......... .. 7 :00 p.m.

For information call 667-6708
. Free Bible Study Courses by Mail
. Free Bible Literature (variety of subjects)

. Free In-Home Video Bible Series

. Free Personal Home Bible Studies

. Free Transportation to our Services

. Food Pantry

ThHU Ullnnt ls

HOUSE TO HOUSE/HEART TO HEART is published
bimonthly. It is sent to select postal routes and to
individuals elsewhere free upon request. Send all
correspondence to address on back panel To God be
the glory.
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Many have been turned away from Christi-
anity because of religious leaders' attitudes
toward money. Not a few had bad personal
experiences in churches due to it. It is not
uncommon to hear things like these:

I don't go to church because when I do,
they want me to empty my pockets. They
make me feel guilty if I don't donate.
For once I'd like to see a church where
they didn't ask for money as soon as I
walk in the door.
Why do churches keep asking for money
all the time? Frankly, it turns me off and
I think it does a lot of other people, too.
It's just one scandal after another.

|esus was angry with such abuses in His
duy (cf. Mark 3:5). True Christians oppose
this as strongly-if not more so-than
those on the outside. Bad apples and false
teachers block the path for people to find
God's love, grace, and truth.

It is fair to say that most religious groups
are not trying to bilk innocent people, but
no one would deny that it is important to
emphasize God's standards. God's way is
always the best and only safe course in re-
ligion (2 John 1:9-11).

Let's explore how money issues are
handled by those seeking to restore New
Testament Christianity. This is what you
can expect if you come for a visit.

ln the church of Christ, guests are never
expected to give. If you honor the church

Allen Webster

with a visit, you are not expected to put
anything more than an attendance card in
the plate. Why should nonmembers sup-
port the church? Would we invite someone
to our house for dinner and then ask him
to pay for it?

When one becomes a member, then giv-
ing is a personal worship decision. God set
up His work to be fully supported by His
people giving freely in their weekly meet-
ings (1 Corinthians 16:l-2). Since there
is no Bible authority (Colossians 3:17) for
other funding models (such as cake sales

or car washes), we do not solicit funds
from nonmembers by sales or donations.

In the church of Christ, preachers are not
in charge of the collection. The New Tes-
tament shows elders (shepherds, bishops)
overseeing finances. When there was a

famine in the days of Claudius Caesat the
disciples sent the money "to the elders" in
|udaea (Acts I 1:28-30).

Most preachers are conscientious and
honest, so no disrespect is intended, but
there are good reasons for elderships to
handle contributions:

. Each mature New Testament
congregation has a plurality of elders
(cf. Acts 14:23;20:17; I Timothy 5:1,

l7-I9), and when it comes to money, it
is better to have more than one person
involved. This provides checks and
balances, reduces temptation, and
protects reputations.
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