
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. 
(1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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Beautiful Feet
By Larry DeLong

"How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace
and bring glad tidings of good things" (Romans 10:15).

eautiful feet?! How many preachers do you know 
with beautiful feet? I can assure you, mine are not 
even attractive and certainly not what I would call 

beautiful! I'm sure by now you realize that this verse is a little 
figurative and emphasizing the importance of preaching--not 
feet! Preaching the Gospel is one of the most precious things a 
person can do.

B
The Gospel is the only thing that will bring true peace to 

a lost and dying world. It brings a peace that only Christians 
can understand because the world does not possess it.  It  is 
through Jesus Christ that we have the peace of God, which 
passeth  understanding  (Philippians  4:7).  Unless  you  are  a 
Christian,  it  is  hard  to  understand  how  a  Gospel  that 
sometimes splits families, frequently shuts down businesses 
and always disagrees with the world could bring peace. Man 
must  understand that  it's  not  God or  His  Word  that  causes 
heartaches or calamities, but it was the entrance of sin into the 
world  and  man's  resistance  to  the  truth.  Paul  told  the 
Corinthian brethren,  "For the preaching of the cross is to 
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God" (1 Corinthians 1:18).  To the world, 
the preaching of the cross is against man's happiness because 
the world does not see the purpose of the Gospel. We should 
all  ask ourselves, what is the purpose of the Gospel,  God's 
Word?

The  Gospel  of  Christ  is  able  to  make  man  wise  unto 
salvation  (2 Tim. 3:15). It's  the only thing that can take us 
from a lost state to a saved state and tell us how to stay there. 
Nothing in all of creation will give us a clue as to what we 
must do to be saved, except what is contained in the Word of 
God. If there were no preaching or teaching of the Gospel, 
most of us would be lost, not able to know the way.

The Gospel supplies us with all of our spiritual needs (2 
Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3). Man is a spiritual creature by 
nature.  He  has  always  felt  a  need  to  worship  something, 
whether it was a deity, an object, money, or even himself. The 
Word of God alone tells us what we are to truly worship. The 
Word tells us that we are to worship God and Him only. It 

tells  us  of  God's  nature  and  how  he  is  to  be  worshiped. 
Without the preaching of  the Word many would not  know 
how  to  worship,  with  the  right  attitude  and  in  the  proper 
manner.

The Word is the original and only objective standard of 
morality that the world has. From it we learn what is right and 
wrong. The Bible tells us what we must and must not do in 
order to get to heaven. It is like a road map - always telling us 
which way to turn and which road to take. Even the world 
reluctantly uses, its code of ethics and morality as an objective 
standard of judgment.

The  preaching  of  the  Word  helps  keep  us  in  line  and 
prevents us from turning to fables (2 Timothy 4:2-4). When 
one makes a wrong turn, the Bible is the only guide that will 
get us back to the strait path. The Word of God will not lead 
us away from our desired destination, but rather obedience to 
it keeps us on the path that leads to eternity.

The  Bible,  the  Word  of  God,  will  be  the  standard  by 
which we are judged in the last day (John 12:48). We will not 
be  judged  by  man's  standards,  man's  desires,  or  man's 
intellect.  Jesus  made  it  plain  that  His  Word  would  be  the 
judge. Since all men will  be judged by it,  then we need to 
preach it to all men. This is the only way that some will ever 
know the Gospel message of salvation.

There are souls out there who have never heard the Word. 
There are even more souls who have never heard the Word in 
its purity. How shall they hear without a preacher? Those who 
desire the truth, accept it and obey it will find true peace and 
the  happiness  of  knowing  the  truth.  Preaching  is  very 
beautiful to those who love the Lord and His Word, and it is 
the only way to lead others to this precious peace and eternal 
salvation. Every one of us should have "beautiful feet" that 
are willing to take the pure and simple Gospel to a lost and 
dying world.
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Principles of Discernment:
Is it True, Noble, Just, Pure, Lovely or of Good Report?

inally,  brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable,  whatever  is  just,  whatever  is 
pure,  whatever  is  lovely,  whatever  is 

commendable,  if  there  is  any  excellence,  if  there  is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things," 
(Philippians 4:8).

F
Is it True? The mind of a Christian is to be rooted 

in  truth.  If  an  action  is  deceptive  or  illusory  in  its 
presentation  or  design  it  should  be  avoided  and not 
dwelt upon. Remember sin promises pleasure, but it is 
a  passing  pleasure  which  deceives  many  (Hebrews 
3:13, 11:25). How much time is spent worrying over 
things which are not true? Much anxiety is brought on 
by suspicion and false conclusion,  because one does 
not give attention to the truth. Is the action or thought 
true?

Is it Noble or Honorable? When you turn on the 
television and read headlines in the newspaper or on 
the Internet they tend to focus on the shallow, cheap, 
pointless,  reckless  and  the  malicious  deeds  of  the 
world. Yet, Christian minds are to be centered around 
respectable  and  dignified  matters.  That  the  action 
under  consideration  literally  commands  a  revered 
respect. Is it noble or honorable?

Is it Just? A Christian is one who desires to do the 
right thing. The essence of their being is captured in 
that  they  rejoice  not  in  wrongdoing  or 
unrighteousness, but they rejoice in the true and just (1 
Corinthians  13:6).  If  the  action,  thought  or  moment 
promotes  injustice,  the Christian is  exhorted to shun 
such  behavior  and  handle  the  situation  in  an 
appropriate manner. Is this just, innocent or righteous?

Is it Pure? One should be concerned with what is 
morally right. God's people are to be holy for He is 
holy  (1  Peter  1:16).  Those  that  are  pure  see  things 
purely,  but to those who are defiled nothing is  pure 
(Titus  1:15).  The  Christian's  inward  being  is  to  be 
focused on the purity which brings them closer to God 
(Matthew 5:8). Is this truly morally clean?

Is it Lovely?  Our actions and thoughts are to be 
friendly  and acceptable.  These  actions  and  thoughts 
are to call out love from one person to the next. This 
implies  eliminating  personal  agendas  bent  on 
vengeance, bitterness or harm to others in our mind. 
Rather than causing resentment, one desires to install 

charity,  gentleness  and patience  within  one  another. 
Does this promote a healthy relationship between your 
fellow man and God? 

Is  it  Commendable  or  of  Good  Report? A 
Christian's actions and thoughts are those which can 
be spoken well of. Not just in how they are viewed by 
their fellow man, but rather they consider if they could 
entertain such an action or thought in the presence of 
the Lord God. Would you feel comfortable doing this 
knowing  the  Lord  is  watching?  Be  honest!  These 
things  need  to  be  considered  praiseworthy  and 
excellent.  Would your  actions  and thoughts pass the 
test?
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Eight  of  the  men 
you  recommended 
have  agreed  to  be 
considered  as 
deacons;  Chuck 
Adams,  Perry 

Cochran, Jeff Davis, Ryan Endsley, Wes Deweese, 
Adam Hammitt, Reggie Weaver, and Michael Wyant. 
The elders have met with and questioned these men. 
We encourage you to speak with them individually to 
encourage them or if you have a question concerning 
their  qualifications for  this work.  They will  available 
here at the building Sunday, December 20, from 4:30 
P.M.  until  time for  evening  worship.  If  you  have  a 
scriptural  object  to  one  of  them  serving,  please 
discuss it with him individually. If the concern cannot 
be resolved between you, then bring it to one of the 
elders.  All  such objections  must  be brought  to  the 
elders  for  our  consideration  by  Wednesday, 
December 23. If no valid objection is brought against 
any of these men, they will be installed as deacons 
on Sunday, December 27.
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