
 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Worship 10:30 AM 

Worship 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 

Bible Study 1:30 PM 

 7:00 PM 

www.collinsvillecoc.org 
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e are going through some difficult times. Many 

are at high risk due to age, underlying medical 

conditions, and being on the front lines as 

medical professionals, first responders and those serving 

the public in critical retail and service areas. Others 

are sheltering in their homes, not able to get out into 

the public, thereby dealing with loneliness, 

depression, children underfoot, anxiety, and running 

out of toilet paper. The news seems to be mostly 

negative, even though there are those trying to get the 

word out about the kindness, helpfulness and strength 

of the American spirit. 

With all this in mind, I want to divert your 

attention to the word, “Rejoice.” In the ASV, 

“rejoice,” in one form or another, is found two-

hundred forty-one times. “Joy,” in one form or 

another, is found two-hundred ten times. Is apparent 

that God wants us, as His children, to rejoice. After 

all, the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 

but righteousness and peace and joy [emphasis-TLM] 

in the Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is “love, joy 

[emphasis-TLM], peace...” (Galatians 5:22). We are 

to rejoice, having received reconciliation through 

Jesus Christ (Romans 5:11). We are even to rejoice in 

our trials and troubles—does that apply to us now—

knowing that those troubles work in us to develop 

endurance that leads to being approved of God, 

bringing hope (Romans 5:3-4). And we are to rejoice 

in that hope, the hope of the glory of God (Romans 

5:2). 
The apostles “rejoiced” that they were counted worthy 

of suffering dishonor for the name of Christ (Acts 5:41). 

Paul, writing to the church at Thessalonica after they had 

suffered greatly as the church was established there (Acts 

17:1-8), urged them to rejoice always, pray without 

ceasing, and in everything give thanks (1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18). Paul, writing from prison, urged the Philippians 

to rejoice always in the Lord (Philippians 4:4). He went on 

to write how prayer could bring peace and how he had 

found satisfaction with his circumstances with the strength 

found in Christ (Philippians 4:6-7, 11-13). 

I leave you with the words of Peter. “Wherein ye 

greatly rejoice [emphasis-TLM], though now for a little 

while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold 

trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious 

than gold that perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be 

found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ: whom not having seen ye love; on whom, 

though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 

greatly with joy [emphasis-TLM] unspeakable and full of 

glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 

your souls. 

 

Terry L. Mabery 
 

*******
 

Brethren, be Ye imitators together of me, and mark them 
that so walk even as Ye have us for an ensample. Phil 3:17 
ASV  Be Ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ. 1 
Cor 11:1 ASV  
 
It has been said, “You may be the only Bible others will 
read.” Live today to the glory of God that others might 
learn how God would have them to live. Be an example of 
the Christian life.  
 
Have a blessed day..   

TLM 

 

Collinsville Church of Christ 

1400 Troy Road 

Collinsville, IL 62234 

Phone: (618) 667-6708 

Email: collinsvillecoc@att.net 

W 

There Is Reason to Rejoice 


