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n order to understand the role of teaching in 

the church of Christ we must know what 

teaching is.  By presenting three different 

views (two of them are extremes) perhaps we can get 

a clearer understanding of the process which is called 

teaching.   

The first theory is the “funnel theory.”  In this 

view the pupil is led to his chair, his head is tilted, a 

funnel is inserted in one ear and the information is 

poured in with great ease.  This view fails to take into 

consideration the resistances of the pupil, the ultimate 

goal of changing the behavior, and the danger of 

dealing in pre-digested and second-hand information. 

The second view is the “bird theory.”  Here the 

pupil is pushed out on his own as the mother bird 

similarly does with the baby bird when it comes time 

for him to learn how to fly.  This theory fails to see 

the difference between developing “instinctual 

reactions” and learning to get along in a social, 

cultural, spiritual world. 

The third view might be called the “tree 

theory.”  The pupil is taken out to where the trees are 

and the teacher points, describes, pictures, etc. until 

the student has come to see the tree for himself.  The 

important thing here is that the pupil is brought face 

to face with the reality in question with the teacher’s 

help.  In teaching about God we are to bring the 

student into living contact with Him.  Our primary 

contact is in His word where He is known even more 

directly than through His universe. 
   

  - D.R. Sime, “The Educational Work of the Church”     

K.A. Pugh 

******* 

When we were considering properties for 

purchase on which to build a new building, among the 

parameters that were set out was with regard to 

undermining. To the best of our ability, we wanted to 

research the area so as not to purchase land that had 

been undermined. Many in this area are aware of the 

problems found in houses and, especially, larger 

buildings. Buildings have been damaged due to mine 

subsidence. Such problems make one aware of the 

need for a good foundation upon which to build.  

Our Lord told the parable of the wise man and the 

foolish man in His sermon on the mount (Matthew 

7:24ff). His parable points out the importance of the 

good spiritual foundation for life. Every one of us 

should consider the foundation upon which we are 

building. Christ is the only foundation upon which to 

build our spiritual lives (1 Corinthians 3:10). The 

psalmist, writing of Jehovah God, recorded…  

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 

your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before 

you. Ps 89:14 ESV 

As we build our spiritual lives, one day after 

another, let us make sure Christ is our foundation. Let 

us build upon lives of righteousness and justice.  

May your day be one of joy and peace in Christ.  
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