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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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  is recorded about Ezekiel the prophet, 

"Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-

abib, that dwelt by the river Chebar, and I sat 

where they sat, and remained there astonished among 

them seven days" (Ezekiel 3:15).  The prophet was 

able to experience what his captive brethren were 

going through because he was able to sit with 

them.  His experience overwhelmed him with 

astonishment. 

     We, in several senses, are like the prophet Ezekiel 

because we have sat where unbelievers have sat, and 

some of us have sat where the unfaithful have sat. 

We have all sat where the unbeliever has sat 

because we were outside of the body of Christ at one 

point in our lives.  None of us were physically "born" 

into the church in the sense of automatically 

becoming members of it.  Some were reared in 

Christian families, some were converted out of 

denominationalism, while others may have had no 

interest in spiritual matters at all.  Whatever the case 

may be, we know what it was like to be lost.  There 

are people who are experiencing the same thoughts 

and feelings as we did when we were lost.  Since we 

have sat where they have sat, it should motivate us to 

help the lost come to Christ. 

Remember, also, that when we obeyed the gospel, 

we were not automatically "spiritual giants" in the 

kingdom of God.  For some of us, it took years to 

develop into the people we are today.  It took gaining 

knowledge of God's word, prayer, persistent work, 

and persistent worship attendance to help mold us 

into the stature of God's Son.  Many of us may have 

had times in our lives when we did not take our 

Christianity very seriously.  Sometimes it took a 

tragedy of life, a challenge from a preacher or fellow 

Christian, a tough question from a non-believer, or 

some sort of "wake up call" to get us serious about 

our Christian walk.  How many Christians may be at 

that point in their Christian walk where they are not 

taking it very seriously?  If they are, remember, we 

sat where they sat and we should be in a position to 

assist with their spiritual growth.  - K.A. Pugh 
 

******* 

I taught mathematics and physics for ten years 

many years ago. I don’t recall a student that was 

perfect on every test, though they strove for 

perfection. I did have a National Scholarship Finalist 

in class one year, but even he made a few mistakes. 

So it is with our spiritual lives. Though we should 

strive for perfection, trying to imitate Jesus, we all 

have our failings (1 John 1:8). Only Christ lived 

perfectly. Yet, through Him, we are seen as righteous 

before God (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his 

commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 

but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 

God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are 

in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk 

in the same way in which he walked.  

1 John 2:4-6 ESV 

Let us strive daily to be more like Him who died 

for us.  

Live this week to the fullest and to the glory of 

God. TLM 
 

 

Collinsville Church of Christ 

1400 Troy Road 

Collinsville, IL 62234 

Phone: (618) 667-6708 

Email: collinsvillecoc@att.net 

It 

I Sat Where They Sat 


