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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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his was one of the latest headlines on an 

internet news, website.  The article described 

the devastation left in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Harvey in Texas.  Recently, 

Hurricane Irma unleashed destruction on the state of 

Florida and other southern states in the country.  Our 

hearts go out to those who have suffered loss, and we 

are grateful and thankful to be able to provide 

assistance to brothers and sisters who have 

experienced losses because of the destructive weather 

through our congregation's generous giving. 

     As I glanced at the headline, I could not help but 

think about what it will be like when Jesus 

returns.  For many, there will be death, destruction, 

and people will not have the power to do anything 

about it. 

Peter reminds us, "But the day of the Lord will 

come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens 

shall pass away with a great noise, and the 

elements  shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 

and the works that are therein shall be burned up" (2 

Pet. 3:10).  The entire world will be destroyed at the 

coming of our Lord. 

John reminds us, "But the fearful and the 

unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 

whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 

liars, shall have their part in the lake which burnseth 

with fire and brimstone: which is the second death" 

(Rev. 21:8).  Those who practice those things do not 

comprehend the magnitude of the second death.  In 

order to avoid it, one must be in Christ and faithfully 

serve Him until life ends. 

When the Lord returns to the earth, there is 

nothing no one can do to stop His return.  God has 

blessed man with the intellect and ability to overcome 

almost any challenge put before him.  Man does not 

possess the power to reverse or stop the coming of the 

Messiah.  Since that is the case, everyone needs to 

submit to the power and authority of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God that as His faithful children, we 

do not have to fear destruction and death because we 

have overcome those issues because of the saving 

blood of Jesus Christ.  As faithful sons and daughters 

of God, we understand we do not have the power to 

stop Jesus from coming when He returns, but we sure 

do have an anticipation of his return because we know 

when He comes back, He will be taking us home to 

be with the Father and the faithful of all ages!     

- K.A. Pugh 
 

Do you know anyone who likes to go to garage 

sales, flea markets, and auctions? They are looking 

for those nuggets of value, those bargains, those 

treasures they would like to have. 

Life is full of treasures. The best place to find 

those treasures, however, is not at a garage sale. They 

can be found in many places, but they are most 

abundant in God’s word.  

How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of them! Ps 139:17 ESV 

God has recorded His thoughts for us. They are 

recorded in His word, the Bible. How precious those 

thoughts should be to us, His children. Spend time 

reading and meditating upon them. It will do you 

good.  TLM 
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