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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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nd after she was baptized, and her household 

as well, she urged us, saying, If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to 

my house and stay.”' And she prevailed upon 

us" (Act 16:15) In our recent study of Lydia in Acts 

16:11-15, we observed the fact that, although Lydia 

was a wealthy entrepreneur, she was a worshipper of 

God. Paul and his co-missionaries found Lydia with 

other women at the river on the Sabbath day in 

prayer. When she heard the gospel and her heart was 

opened to it, she obeyed it.  

We also noted her disposition of generosity. She 

insisted that the missionaries stay at her house. Yes, 

they were Jews, but that no longer mattered. By the 

end of the chapter we see that the early church began 

to meet in her house (v. 40).  Did you notice in that 

verse about the part where her household was also 

baptized? The word “household,” can include co-

workers or servants, not necessarily a husband and 

children.   

Regardless of who made up her household, she 

led the rest of it to be immersed as well.  This ancient 

Greek culture, did not share our Western 

individualism. Often decisions were made as a group 

with the head of the household leading the way. Luke 

presents three other examples of family heads leading 

their families to decide as a group to follow Christ: 

Cornelius (Acts 11.14), the Philippian jailor (Acts 

16:31, 34); Crispus (Act 18:8).   

A part of Paul’s inspired pattern of evangelistic 

missions was to lead prominent people, such as civic 

leaders, to Christ, who, in turn, could influence their 

subordinates (Acts 17:4; 25:23).  If you are the head 

of your home, how are you influencing the rest of 

your family in following the Lord? If you are a boss 

at work, how are you impacting your team of 

employees for good?  May each one reach one in 

2017. 

 
Eric is the local preacher at the Hamburg Pike church of Christ in 
Jeffersonville, IN. 

 

******* 

 

There are so many problems in this world, that 

many times we lose sight of the big picture. One must 

always remember that our security is in God, not in 

things of this world. I realize to some those may be 

mere words, but the Christian should realize that God 

has promised to provide. One of our problems might 

be that we are afraid He will not provide in the same 

way we want. Yet, if we can learn contentment as 

Paul did (Philippians 4:11-13) we can be assured that 

God will take care of it.  

Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose 

trust is the LORD. He is like a tree planted by water, 

that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not 

fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, 

and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does 

not cease to bear fruit. Jeremiah 17:7-8 ESV  

Put your trust in God today and every day. It will 

help you enjoy life even more. You, too, will become 

like a strong tree. TLM 
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