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he word necessity is defined as “the fact of being 

necessary or indispensable.” Whenever the word 

“must” is used in a sentence, it indicates the phrase 

stated is necessary and not optional. The word 

“must” is found several times throughout the gospel 

account written by John. Let’s examine some of those 

phrases. 

Jesus, when speaking to Nicodemus, said, “Marvel not 

that I said unto thee, ye must be born again (John 3:7).” In 

order for one to enter into the kingdom of heaven, it is 

necessary and indispensable that one is born again. Jesus 

explains this birth is not a physical birth, but a spiritual 

one. One must be born of water and the Spirit. 

Continuing his conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus 

said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

even so must the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14). 

Jesus is alluding to his death on the cross. When the 

Israelites were bitten by fiery serpents, they could only be 

restored to their health by looking upon a brazen serpent 

which was lifted up on a pole (Numbers 21:9). It is 

imperative that men believe on the One who was lifted up 

on the cross. 

John the Immerser made a declaration to his disciples 

and the Jews concerning a statement they made about 

Jesus, to whom John was bearing witness. They wanted to 

know if all men would come to him (John 3:26). John 

humbly stated, “He must increase, but I must decrease” 

(John 3:30). John recognized he was the forerunner for 

Jesus and as time went on, the work of Jesus would 

overshadow his work. John was humble enough to 

understand his role and the Lord’s role in God’s eternal 

plan. We, too, should possess the same humility as John 

the Immerser. 

Jesus, as He spoke with the woman at the well, told 

her that God must be worshiped in spirit and in truth (John 

4:24). There is a pattern for worship and Jesus establishes 

it with this statement. It is imperative for men today to 

realize that worship is not a free-for-all, and men cannot 

offer the Father whatever they want in worship. It must be 

done in spirit and in truth. 

May we always respect the authority of the Scriptures 

and obey all of the necessities found within the pages of 

the Bible. 

K.A. Pugh 

 

*******      
  

Have you ever been “tongue tied?” You know what I 

mean. There are times that something happens and you just 

don’t know what to say? Now, I know that doesn’t happen 

to most of us very often, if ever. Some people can have 

something to say about just about anything. However, it 

does happen.  

It is a wonderful blessing to have a God that hears our 

prayers. However, there are, also, times in our spiritual 

lives that we just don’t know what to ask of God. It might 

be at a time of great stress. It might be a time of 

discouragement. It is probable that you have had one of 

those moments when you really needed God, but you just 

didn’t know what to say. You can be assured, however, 

that God was aware of what you needed at the time.  

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we 

do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 

himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 

words Romans 8:26 ESV  

Take heart. You have One who intercedes in your 

behalf when those times come.  

May the Lord bless you with a good day and one lived 

to His glory. 

TLM 
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