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or by grace are ye saved through faith, and that 

not of your own selves: it is the gift of God” (Eph. 

2:8). Sometimes when individuals read this 

passage, a distorted picture of salvation is painted. 

It is assumed that those in Ephesus did nothing to obtain 

salvation other than accepting God’s grace and then having 

their sins forgiven. If we examine the Scriptures and trace 

how the Ephesians were led to salvation, it should become 

clearer what it means to be saved by grace through faith. 

First, God exhibited His grace to the Ephesian people 

by making known His plan of salvation to them. Having 

made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 

his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself (Eph. 

1:9). This is God extending His grace to them and to us. 

God did not have to reveal His plan, but because of His 

great love for mankind, He did. Paul then reveals the plan 

through his preaching. This is how they were saved by 

grace. 

Now, the people of Ephesus had to respond to the 

grace of God. Paul wrote, In whom ye also trusted, after 

that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation in whom also after that ye believed ye were 

sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise (Eph.1:13). They 

responded by hearing the gospel and believing. Next, they 

were willing to change their lives and repent of their 

transgressions against God. Paul, as he addressed the 

elders at Ephesus, told them he preached repentance to 

those in Ephesus. Testifying both to the Jews, and also to 

the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our 

Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21). Then the people confessed. 

And many that believed came and confessed, and shewed 

their deeds (Acts 19:18). Finally, they were baptized in the 

name of Christ. When they heard this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 19:5). 

To be saved by grace through faith means to be 

obedient to the gracious, gospel call. Today, we can be 

saved in the exact same manner if we would only follow 

the same pattern the people did in Ephesus. Not only did 

those in Ephesus become Christians in this manner, but 

anyone who has named the name of Christ was saved in 

this manner. Compare your conversion to those in Ephesus 

to see if you have been saved by grace through faith. 

  

K.A. Pugh 

 

*******     

How many times has this happened to you? I received 

an email from a trusted friend. There was no subject line 

and no text. There was a link to a website. I 

absentmindedly clicked on the link, something I seldom do 

when I receive such an email without information. The 

page that downloaded had several other links which 

indicated inappropriate websites. I immediately closed the 

page. I, also, closed the email and deleted it and then 

deleted it from my trash and contacted the trusted friend to 

tell him his computer must have a Trojan virus, or 

something sending out emails in his name. A few days 

later I received another similar email. This time I 

immediately deleted it without opening it.  

The point is this. Just as we must be alert for such 

emails, we must be alert for every attempt of Satan to 

deceive us and draw us in through our own lusts and 

desires. Satan himself can appear as an angel of light (2 

Corinthians 11:14). You can never be sure how Satan 

might try to deceive and take advantage.  

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone 

to devour. 1 Peter 5:8 ESV  

Be on alert today and every day for Satan’s wily tricks. 

Pray for wisdom and for strength to overcome. Don’t be 

deceived.  Have a great week. 
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