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     For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8) 
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hildren can exhibit great lessons. Though they 
might not get along at times, you have probably 
seen how quickly a child will reach out to help a 

brother or sister. So it should be with Christians. 
According to Luke, Paul said that Christians “ought 

to help the weak” (Acts 20:35). In that place, Paul 
probably was speaking more in terms of physically. 
There are different ways, of course, in which Christians 
can be of help one to another, the strong to the weak. 
Paul wrote, “Now we that are strong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves” 
(Romans 15:1). In this case, Paul is speaking spiritually. 
Infirmities refers to those uncertainties, those doubts, 
that might arise due to lack of knowledge or 
understanding. 

Paul, in First Corinthians twelve, compares those in 
Christ to the body. There are many members with 
different functions. Yet, there is a unity of working 
together for the good of the body. As members of the 
body of Christ, every member should care for every 
other member. There is the sharing of joy and of 
sorrow (1 Corinthians 12:26, Romans 12:15). That 
sharing, however, goes beyond mere expression. It is 
more like the child who is willing to help a sibling by 
sharing a burden. 

Those who are stronger and more mature 
spiritually should be alert for the needs of those who 
are weaker. Christians are to consider one another to 
provoke unto love and good works (Hebrews 10:24). 
This implies observing one another with a concern for 
the needs of the other. Every Christian should be alert 
to the fact that one can be overtaken and fall (1 
Corinthians 10:12). Unbelief can sink in and overcome 
(Hebrews 3:12). With that in mind, the strong are to 
exhort one another (Hebrews 3:13; Hebrews 10:25). 
They are to admonish the disorderly, encourage the 
fainthearted, and support the weak, doing so with 
patience and longsuffering (1 Thessalonians 5:14). 

Every Christian, then, should make it a point to 
observe those around them. If they are not in services 
or Bible classes, encourage them. Build them up. Take 
the time to get acquainted with newer Christians. Find 
ways develop a relationship with them. Encourage 
Bible study. See what questions they might have or 
what struggles they are experiencing. Even be alert to 
physical struggles such as health, job situations, family 
difficulties and others. All these can lead to spiritual 
struggles. Let us all become more childlike, overlooking 
differences while helping one another. Let us do what 
we can for those who are struggling. “Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” 
(Galatians 6:2). 

*******   
A few years ago an advertisement for a gasoline 

station proclaimed: “Gasoline that even cleans behind 
your engine’s ears.” Certainly cars run better when the 
engines run clean.  

Our lives are better when we are clean spiritually. 
Of course, Jesus’ blood cleansed us of our sins when we 
were baptized into Christ (1 Peter 3:21 & Acts 22:16). 
He has cleansed us by the washing of water with the 
word (Ephesians 5:25-26). As Christians, His blood 
continues to cleanse us from our sins as we live 
according to His word, turning back with a penitent 
heart to ask forgiveness when we sin against God (1 
John 1:7-9).  

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, 
bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 2 
Corinthians 7:1 ESV  
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