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good while back I was watching a special on 
one of the education channels that was a 
history of the “FBI’s Ten Most Wanted.” The 
story told some of the history of that list and 

also told what men had been on the list and what crimes 
they had committed. A short while later I was reading one 
of the books which had once been in my grandfather’s 
library (he had been a preacher for years in Alabama). As I 
worked my way through the book I found an old sheet of 
typing paper with the heading “Ten Most Wanted Men.” 
On that list was enumerated the ten headings found 
below. I’ll try to do his points some justice by adding a 
little “filler.” 

1. The man who tries to be the right example to 
every child rather than talk about it. We hear so much 
about Promise Keepers and the like that we think there 
must be some merit at least to the idea of training men 
and women to strengthen their family relationships, but 
we also understand that perhaps there is more to it than 
just attending a convention and saying that you are a 
“promise keeper.” I wonder how many of these men keep 
their promises once the fireworks and charismatic 
motivations have ceased. We, as Christians, should not just 
talk about being the proper example, but rather we should 
BE the proper example to children, and others (1Ti_4: 12). 

2. The man who has a passion to help rather than 
a passion to be helped. It is probably not strange that 
more people ...try to get a handout than come to give one 
(that does not mean that there aren’t people out there 
who genuinely need help). The man who comes seeking 
help, who could be out doing something productive, is far 
less wanted than he who is being productive and is willing 
to help others (2Th_3: 10). 

3. The man who is willing to say, “I was wrong. 
I’m sorry.” It takes a strong man to admit when he is 
wrong, and a stronger man to apologize for it. To 
summarize one of my favorite secular songs: When  

something goes wrong I’m the first to admit it, when 
something goes right I’m the last one to know. This 
attitude should be that of the Christian. 

4. The man who will look temptation squarely 
and say “NO.” Immediately I think of one of the greatest 
examples of this: Joseph fleeing from Potiphar’s wife in 
Gen_39:7-15. He wasted no time in removing himself from 
the temptation, for the Scriptures say he “fled, and got him 
out.” We should flee at the first signs of temptation. 

5. The man who puts God’s business above any 
other. A man who has his “ultimate” priorities squarely in 
place is among the most wanted of all men (Mat_6:33). We 
should be farsighted, looking beyond the concerns of this 
world to the reward of the next. If we are farsighted we 
will actually see the present world in a much clearer Light. 

6. The man who throws himself totally into a 
project, then he gives the credit for its success to his 
helpers. Two words can sum up the actions of this wanted 
man: Action and humility (Jam_1:22; 1Pe 5:5).The 
Christian should first talk of what God has done and then 
what his fellow Christians have done. 

7. The man who has a ready smile and a pat on 
the back for others. Attitude and encouragement are 
generally traits that we seek when we are first seeking out 
friends. Who wants a friend who is always “down in the 
dumps” or who is not in the least bit encouraging when 
there is the need for it? No one! We want, seek, and 
embrace friends who are congenial and comforting, and 
we ourselves should seek to embody those same 
attributes. 

8. The man who brings his children to church 
rather than send them. As with the other points on these 
pages there is nothing that should necessarily be added, 
but perhaps this is the one that most obviously would 
stand alone. If you will show me… a parent who “ships” his 
child off to services while he or she tends to important 
business around the home (or the couch or the bed) then
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I will show you a bad parent (spiritually speaking) and a 
child who will face great odds in trying to go to heaven. 

9. The man who can see his own faults before he 
sees the faults of others. This man is very similar to the 
third most wanted man. Remember the Pharisaical 
attitude denounced by Christ in Mat_7:1-5? Look at those 
verses and see the hypocrisy of the man who is NOT the 
ninth most wanted man. We must ever be trying to fix the 
things that are wrong in our lives so that we may be better 
examples to those with whom we associate and so that on 
the day of judgment we are not the ones found wanting. 

10. The man who gives his money, time, and talents 
without thought of return. Needed are men who have an 
attitude like the one that this man has. Needed are men 
who say “I will make the sacrifice regardless of what I will 
receive in return.” Needed are men who will give 
themselves to the Lord (2Co_5:15). If we give our all now 
we will receive all later. 
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*******  
You have probably seen the commercial on television. 

Different people begin speaking as follows: You never 
discriminate. You want everyone. The young. The old. The 
soft. The strong. Cancer! We are fighting you! We want to 
make cancer history!  

Satan does not discriminate. He wants everyone. The 
young. The old. The soft. The strong. But we are fighting 
Satan. We want to make him history in our lives and in the 
lives of others.  

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm Ephesians 6:10-13 (ESV)  

Today, be strong in the Lord. Put on God’s armor. 
Trust in His word and His grace. If you are on His side, you 
will be victorious. You can overcome Satan and make him 
history in your life.  

******* 
You have undoubtedly seen the Good Will 

advertisements on television and other places. They 
continue to encourage people to give their “throw-aways” 

to Good Will. They advertise that they train, employ and 
help many. One slogan frequently heard is, “Your donation 
gave me hope.”  

What we give is usually of little value. Yet, it gives hope 
to others. Jesus gave far more. He gave himself. He shed 
his blood for our sins. He died that we might live. His 
“donation” has given us all hope.  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by 
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5 ESV  

Give thanks to God for the hope that lies within you. 
Worship Him the first day of every week. Observe the 
memorial to His Son every first day of the week. For once 
we had no hope, now we live in hope. 

 
******* 

Technology has brought a lot of changes to society. I 
used to get the daily paper. I would read the news, sports, 
and the comics. Newspapers are struggling now. The 
internet is becoming the source of our news. I remember 
plumbing and do-it-yourself issues around the house. I 
purchased books and magazines that helped me with 
them. Now, many will go to YouTube for their self-help 
issues. I guess what I am saying is that I continue to read, 
but the internet is replacing the book in my hand.  

So it is with the Bible. I see people carrying their Bible. 
Others have the Bible on their smart phone or tablet. The 
point is this. Whether you use the literal book, a smart 
phone, a tablet, or even a digital Bible that you listen to, 
there is reason to daily read and meditate on God’s word.  

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat 
of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on 
his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted 
by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its 
leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. Psalm 
1:1-3 ESV  

Begin today to pursue a greater spiritual maturity. 
Make the law of the LORD your delight. Meditate upon it 
today and every day. You will be blessed. 
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