
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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ach  Christian  has  certain  very  definite
responsibilities to his home congregation. The
Christian is not a freelancer with liberty to drift

from pillar  to post  without  feeling any obligation to the
local congregation.

E
Frequently, someone says, “I’m not a member of any

particular congregation I belong to the universal church.”
This attitude usually reflects a desire to evade work and
duty, and more often than not, it shows an inability to get
along with people. How often it is said, “I just don’t like
the way they carry on over there.”

The  church  is  not  helped  and  is  indeed  injured  by
those whose energies are expended and whose talents are
wasted  by  their  incessant  drifting  to  and  fro.  These
unsteadfast souls are always drifting and shifting to where
attraction  is  greatest  and  responsibility  is  least.  If  one
Christian has the right to drift from one church to another,
then all have that right, and if all used that right, then all
would be “drifters” and none “workers.”

While it is true that all Christians are members of the
universal body of Christ, it remains that the only way to
build  up  the  universal  church  is  to  build  up  the  local
church. The only place that I can really use my influence
for good is in the local congregation. It is here that I can
work  with  and under  the  oversight  of  the  elders  of  the
church. It is only in the local church that the elders can
watch for the souls of the Christians (Heb. 13:17). If one
Christian has the right to defy the oversight of elders, then
all  have  that  right;  then  their  office  is  worthless  and
meaningless,  and  God’s  purpose  then  is  frustrated.
Without  loyalty  to  my  home  congregation,  I  deny  the
autonomy of the local church and upset God’s plan for any
orderly  conduct  and  discipline  of  affairs  in  the  church.
Christians surely have the privilege of visiting with some
sister congregation occasionally,  but not often enough to
weaken the work at home. The Christian must forego the
pleasure  and personal  satisfaction that  might  be derived
there from and base every choice upon what is best for the
cause we love.

Every  Christian  owes  his  financial  support  to  his
“home church.” If the local church is to plan and maintain
a budget,  then its  leaders have every right  to expect  its
members  to  be  loyal,  regular  and  unstinting  in  their
support of its work. If one Christian can go elsewhere and
give his money, then all have the right, and if all used the
right then the work at home would fold. It is the “home
church” that we can best serve our Lord. Our talents are
known and used, our influence can be felt.

author unknown
via the Bulletin of the 39th Street Church of Christ

Independence, MO
January 11, 2015

*******
Someone  submitted  the  following  thought  to  me.

Among all that was being said over the weekend about the
terrorist  attacks in Paris was a comment by a Homeland
Security official. He said, “What we don’t know we don’t
know.” How profound! 

But  in  spiritual  application,  look  at  it  this  way.  So
many in the religious world do not know what they do not
know because they make little or no effort to know. Yet,
not knowing might very well cost them their eternal soul.
Such can be the case of anyone of us, if we do not study
God’s word diligently. Do you know enough to know that
you  do not  know? If  you  do,  I  assume you  are  making
diligent effort to know even more. 

Do  your  best  to  present  yourself  to  God  as  one
approved,  a  worker  who  has  no  need  to  be  ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15 ESV 

Read God’s word today and everyday. Then study it.
Finally, meditate upon it. 

It will make you a better person! 

TLM 
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DDIDID A ANGELSNGELS M MARRYARRY H HUMANSUMANS??
Some people teach angels descended from heaven and

married human beings. Is this true? This idea comes from
Genesis chapter 6. The text says the “sons of God” took
wives of the “daughters of men.”

I heard a man speaking on Genesis 6, and he said the
phrase “sons of God”  only  applies to angels and is  never
used to describe humans.

While it is true the phrase “sons of God” is used to
speak of  angels  (Job  1:6),  yet  the  exact  same  phrase is
found in some copies of the Hebrew Bible in reference to
the nation of Israel: “…he fixed the borders of the peoples
according  to  the  number  of  the  sons  of  God”
(Deuteronomy  32:8  ESV,  emph.  added).  Also,  the
corresponding  phrase,  in  the  Greek  New  Testament,  is
used  many times  to  refer  to  humans:  “But  as  many  as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of  God,  even to  them that  believe on his  name:  Which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13, emph. added).
See  also:  Matthew  5:9;  Luke  20:36;  Romans  8:14;
Galatians 3:26.

To  understand  the  truth  of  this  matter,  first  and
foremost,  one  must  carefully  consider  the  context  of
Genesis 6, and only then see how other passages shed light
on this section of Scripture. 

The immediate context is as follows:
 1. Adam and Eve sinned—Genesis 3
 2. Cain murdered his brother Abel—Genesis 4
 3. Consequently, humanity was split into two groups:

 a) The descendants of Cain—Genesis 4:16ff
 b) And the descendants of Seth—Genesis 4:25-

5:32
 4. The “sons of God” took wives of “the daughters of

men”—Genesis 6
 5. Then the flood came—Genesis 7

The  interpretation  that  the  “sons  of  God”  refers  to
angels,  seems  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  premillennial
doctrine. This false teaching strives to sensationalize and
physicalize  parts  of  Scripture.  Thus,  proponents  of  this
interpretation say God destroyed the world, because fallen
angels contaminated the human gene-pool. Therefore, God
wiped out all people except Noah, in order to repopulate
the earth with uncontaminated human beings.

This understanding does not fit the context of Genesis.
Only  after  giving  the  lengthy  genealogies  of  Cain  and
Seth, does the Bible then use the terms “sons of God” and
“daughters  of  men.”  It  makes  more  sense  the  “sons  of
God” were the descendants of Seth, and the “daughters of

men” would have been the apostate lineage of Cain.
The Bible tells  us explicitly why God destroyed the

world with the flood. It does not say He did so because
angels  contaminated  the  gene-pool.  Rather,  God’s
judgment  came  upon  the  world  because  of  moral
degradation (Genesis 6:5-8, 9, 12). 

This account is a cautionary one. Be careful who you
marry! If you lust for a person rather than striving to know
the content of their character, you are setting yourself up
for failure. This is what the “sons of God” did (Genesis
6:2).  They  married  beautiful  women,  even  though  they
were not spiritually beautiful. It was the intermarriage of
believers and unbelievers, which spawned immoral people
who grieved the very heart of God (Genesis 6:6).

Jesus commented on Genesis 6 saying, “For as in the
days  that  were  before  the  flood  they  were  eating  and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood
came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of
the  Son of  man be”  (Matthew 24:38-39).  Jesus  tells  us
God’s judgment came upon the world of antiquity, because
they were indulging in carnal passions—eating, drinking,
marrying—rather  than  living  godly  lives.  He  says
absolutely nothing here about angels marrying humans. In
fact  Christ  tells  us angels  in heaven do not  get  married
(Matthew 22:29-30).

The immediate context of Genesis, and the words of
Christ,  reject  the  teaching  that  angels  procreated  with
human beings. Be careful who you listen to. Just because a
person speaks from behind a pulpit, does not make them
correct.  Read and study the Bible for yourself.  Strive to
read  your  Bible  contextually,  and  always  remember  the
Word of God is its own best commentary.

–Seth Michael

Thanks  to  all  who  helped  provide
Thanksgiving  Boxes  for  those  in  the
community.  Many  provided  supplies
for  Thanksgiving  dinner,  wrapped
boxes, filled the boxes, and distributed

the  boxes.  A  big  thanks  to  those  who  labored  so
diligently  coordinating  all  of  this.  Tracts  and  cards
were also distributed to all recipients.
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