
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)

Vol. 43, No. 34 Collinsville Church of Christ August 26, 2015

Schedule of Services

Sunday

Worship 
Bible Study 
Worship

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
 6:00 PM

Wednesday

Bible Study
Bible Study  

1:30  PM
7:00  PM

    Bible Call
(618) 667-9603

www.collinsvillecoc.org

YYIELDINGIELDING  TOTO  THETHE M MASTERASTER''SS H HANDAND
BYBY S SHANHAN J JACKSONACKSON

s  a  youth  I  remember  hearing  the
powerful illustration and provoking story
about  a  violin  put  up  for  auction.  The

story goes something like this: The violin was old but
in good shape. None in the audience knew, including
the  auctioneer,  that  the  violin  was  the  work  of
Antonio Stradivari. The auctioneer struggled to even
get an opening bid. Someone bid a dollar, a raise or
two  was  made,  but  it  appeared  that  a  bid  of  five
dollars would purchase this exquisite piece of art and
history.

A

Bustling was heard in the rear of the room and the
audience noticed a man walking toward the stage. At
first no one recognized him but then someone said it
was Paganini, a famous musician. Paganini walked up
and took the violin from the auctioneer and examined
it  closely.  Then,  with  masterful  touch,  he  took  the
bow and began to play. Hushed silence fell upon the
room as this great master played beautifully on this
wonderful instrument. As Paganini left the stage the
auctioneer once again took up his call. I have five, he
said,  do  I  hear  more?  ‘Ten,  twenty,  a  hundred,  a
thousand...  A final bid of five thousand dollars was
given and the violin was sold. The obvious illustrative
question is, What made the instrument go from almost
worthless  to  fetching  such  a  grandiose  sum?  The
answer is equally as obvious. The difference in price
was in the knowledge of who made it.

Like a grimy violin, some of us feel we are dead
to all  that  is  good. However,  as that  violin  yielded
itself  to  Paganini,  what  we  need  to  do  is  yield
ourselves  to  God.  He is  the  one  who can take  our
lives, regardless of how simple they appear, and make
them wonderful,  fulfilling,  and Christ-like.  Yet,  too

often, we withhold ourselves from His tender care and
refuse the sweet music in life He wants us to have. 

Our self-yielding to God must be a voluntary act.
With reason and will,  we must  yield ourselves to a
higher motive and calling. We must be life in a world
of death, light in a world of darkness. An unyielding
life is a citadel  of self.  God will  not force Himself
upon us, but will, with open arms, welcome us to His
heart.

Our self-yielding to God must be an act of total
surrender.  The  greatest  gift  of  all  time  was  Jesus:
“God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life”  (John  3:16).
What God wants from us is us. There are many things
people try to give God, yet all He wants, all He will
accept, is total surrender.

There is no substitute for self-yielding. We must
give ourselves. How grieved would be a true friend if
our heart was not open, and grieved is our Father if
we offer not ourselves. The mighty penman of Tarsus
wrote, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God”
(Rom. 6:13).
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In May 2004, 16-year-old Erica Basoria asked her
boyfriend,  Gerardo  Flores,  to  stomp  on  her  belly,
since she did not want to give birth to his twin sons,
and  her  own  efforts  to  kill  her  babies  had  been
unsuccessful. Flores complied and subsequently was
arrested  on  the  basis  of  Texas’  2003  Prenatal
Protection Act which extends the protections of the
entire criminal code to “an unborn child at every stage
of  gestation  from  fertilization  until  birth”  (“State
Homicide Laws...,” 2006). His lawyer argued that the
Texas  law  used  to  prosecute  was  unconstitutional.
Nevertheless, Flores received a double capital murder
conviction with two concurrent life sentences, making
him ineligible for parole for 40 years—a ruling that
recently  was  upheld  by  the  Texas  Ninth  Court  of
Appeals (Ertelt, 2007).

Wait  a  minute.  If  Flores  had  been  to  medical
school,  he would have  been legally  free to  employ
barbaric instruments of torture to butcher the children
in  the  womb.  Or  he  could  have  pulled  the  babies’
bodies from his girlfriend’s womb, leaving only their
heads,  jammed  scissors  into  their  skulls  to  make  a
hole, and then sucked out their brains with a suction
tube (see “Abortion Methods,” n.d.). But, no, young
Flores  did  not  have  access  to  such  sophisticated
“education” and “expertise.”  He simply stomped on
his  girlfriend’s  stomach.  Now  he’s  doing  time  for
most of the rest of his life, while hundreds of abortion
doctors continue to practice their deadly trade to the
tune of 48 million+ babies since 1972—while being
paid enormous sums of money (“Abortion in the...,”
n.d.).

Such is the moral confusion, hypocrisy, and self-
ontradiction,  or  shall  we  say  insanity,  that  grips
America  by  its  spiritual  throat,  brought  on  by  the
forces  of  political  correctness  over  the  last  half
century. The innocent blood that has been shed in the
United  States  of  America  cries  out  for  justice  and
retribution—which one day will surely be meted out
(Proverbs  6:17).  As  Thomas  Jefferson  declared:
“Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that
God  is  just:  that  his  justice  cannot  sleep  for  ever”
(1787, Query XVIII). Or as Solomon affirmed: “The

violence  of  the  wicked  will  destroy  them,  because
they refuse to do justice” (Proverbs 21:7). The God of
the  Bible  eventually  “administers  justice  for  the
fatherless” (Deuteronomy 10:18). “The Lord executes
righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed”
(Psalm 103:6).
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I  have posted on our electronic sign
our  website and the In Search of the
Lord’s  Way  program.  It  runs  every
Sunday on KPLR TV, channel 11, at
7:30  a.m.  Information  regarding  the

coming lectureship is also posted. I am trying to use the
sign as a positive tool. Give me any feedback you might
have.
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