
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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GGREATREAT C COMEBACKSOMEBACKS!!
ho  could  forget  one  of  the  greatest
comebacks in  World Series  history?  In
2011,  the  Cardinals  were  down  three

games to two. The Texas Rangers were about to clinch
the World Series in Game six. They were leading 7-5 in
the ninth inning. There were two outs and David Freese
had two strikes. They were one strike away from victory
when Freese hit a triple that tied the game. Again in the
tenth  inning,  the  Rangers  were  one strike  away from
victory after scoring a run in their half of their inning.
Lance Berkman singled in the tying run. In the eleventh
inning, David Freese led off the inning with a home run
to win the game. The Cardinals went on to win game
seven and the World Championship. You might say that
they had a second chance and took advantage of it.

W

Have  you  ever  wanted  a  second  chance  at
something?  Some  would  even  like  to  have  a  second
chance at life. Jehovah is the God of a second chance.

God is not out to get you. He is not a sadistic God
that created man just for the joy of catching him in sin
and casting him into hellfire. He was not just waiting for
Adam and Eve to sin so He could punish them. That is
obvious, for He immediately revealed His plan to save
mankind (Genesis 3:15). Neither is God just waiting to
catch  you  in  your  sin.  He  loves  you  (1  John  4:8;
Romans 5:8). He wants you to be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). He wants none
to perish. Rather He wants all to come to repentance (2
Peter 3:9). 

Neither has Jehovah left all this in the hand of man.
God has provided for all men.

One should keep in mind that our God is a just God.
There are none who are righteous in themselves, and all
have sinned (Romans 3:10, 23). Therefore, all deserve
punishment  for  sin  (Romans  6:23).  There  is  not  one
individual  who  has  ever  lived,  save  the  Lord  Jesus
Himself, who is deserving of dwelling eternally in the

presence  of  the  mighty  and  majestic  God.  Neither  is
there  any  way  that  one  can  provide  for  his  own
salvation. One cannot create in himself a clean heart. A
wise man asked the rhetorical question, “Who can say, I
have  made  my  heart  clean,  I  am pure  from my  sin”
(Proverbs  20:9)?  The answer,  of  course,  is  “no  one.”
Likewise,  there  is  no way to bribe God with gifts  or
sacrifices (Micah 6:6-8). Neither silver nor gold nor any
corruptible thing can save us from our sin, but only the
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Yet, Jehovah is the God of second chance. By His
grace  we  are  saved  (Ephesians  2:8-9;  Titus  2:11-12).
Yet, one must realize that He expects submission to His
will  and  obedience  to  His  commands,  without  which
one will still be lost (Matthew 7:21-23; John 15:14).

In the case of the alien sinner, God expects one to
examine the evidence and believe in Jesus as His Son
(Romans 10:9), declared to be such by His resurrection
(Romans 1:4).  Upon confessing that faith  and turning
away from sin (Acts 2:38), one must submit to God and
be baptized to have his sin’s washed away (Acts 22:16).
For  the  erring  Christian,  one  who  has  not  lived  nor
worshiped God as He desires, one must repent and pray
for forgiveness (1 John 1:9; Acts 8:22).

The wonderful part about the God of second chance
is that it does not matter how late in life one makes the
choice to turn back to God. The greatest comeback of all
is one who turns back to God, defeating sin and Satan in
his life before the game of life is over. If you are not
right with God today, turn the game around while you
still have life. The difference in life and a game is that
one knows when the game will end. One does not know
when life will be over, so do not wait too late.
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VBS RVBS RECAPECAP

I  humbly  say  this  year’s  Vacation  Bible  School
(VBS) was a success.

I know I have not publicly named all those involved 
in making it a success: I beg your forgiveness, and wish 
you to know, whether your role was large or small, I 
deeply appreciate your involvement. 

My desire is that all our members, as much as 
possible, be involved in the sundry and diverse activities
the Collinsville church of Christ is blessed to host. 

We all play a part in the body of Christ. The 
Scriptures teach us even the members of the body we 
deem less significant are vital. The members we think to
be less honorable, we give more honor (1 Corinthians 
12:22-24).

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Recap
The date for this year’s VBS was June 8th though 

the 12th, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The theme was Christian 
Academy (or superheroes). The age groups invited to 
participate were one-year-olds all the way up to seniors 
in high school, and we even had an adult class.

Attendance
• 6/8 (Monday): 129 total—67 adults & 62 

children.
• 6/9 (Tuesday): 140 total—80 adults & 60 

children.
• 6/10 (Wednesday): 139 total—88 adults & 51 

children.
• 6/11 (Thursday): 97 total—50 adults & 47 

children.
• 6/12 (Friday): adults N/A & 43 children.

I hope you view VBS as an important, but small, 
blessing we have to encourage youth within and without
the congregation. A parent’s continual instruction and 
training in Christ is by far much more precious 
(Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Ephesians 6:4; 2Timothy 1:5; 
3:15).

Thank you again to all who had a hand in VBS. May
God bless all our future endeavors at Collinsville, so 
that we may bring lost souls to Christ and edify the 
saints.

—Seth Michael 

******

 I  just  could  not  get  it  all  together  yesterday.
Everything was just out of kilter. It was all I could do to
just focus on catching up on some matters and getting
organized to attack the week’s work. 

Life can be that way at times. It can, also, happen in
our spiritual lives. We seem to be out of focus. We just
can’t  get  it  together.  When that  happens,  we need to
seek the contentment and peace that comes from God.
Paul found that he could find that contentment in Christ
regardless of the situation (Philippians 4:11-13). Prior to
making that statement, he wrote to the Philippians about
finding peace in a troubled world. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests  be made known to God.  7 And the peace of
God,  which  surpasses  all  understanding,  will  guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians
4:6-7 ESV 

When things get difficult, don’t give up. Don’t give
in. Spend some time is secret with God. (Matthew 6:6)

 TLM

We are on the down hill  side of
2015. I have enjoyed the Summer
Series theme lessons from Psalms
every  Sunday  evening.  What  is

your view? Are you growing in your trust in God?
Are you willing to turn more over to Him and try
to take on Satan and the world less by yourself?
Continue to read and study God’s word. Continue
to  learn  and  realize  that  we  have  a  God  who
wants the best for us and is capable of delivering
that from His end. Let us trust in His ways.

 

Collinsville Church of Christ
1400 Troy Road
Collinsville, IL 62234
Phone: (618) 667-6708
Email: collinsvillecoc@att.net

 
MAYBERY MINUTES 

mailto:collinsvillecoc@att.net

