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Lads to Leaders Update
wo programs in Lads to Leaders were kicked off on Saturday April 18th when 13 children and several 
program leaders and mentors gathered for Oral Bible Reading and Guard and Gift. For Oral Bible Reading, 
each child reads to a mentor and is evaluated on several skills. The purpose is to build confidence in reading in

front of large groups. Five boys and four girls read to Jim Luna and Mary Mabery respectively. Two boys are only six 
years old! Of those readers, five signed up for Oral Bible Reading that night.

T
Guard and Gift also began that evening as Sean Cox met with the boys and Bev Watson with the girls. The program 

teaches morality thru reading and projects that each participant must complete every six weeks. In addition to the 
activities of the evening, parents joined the kids for pizza and fellowship. We encourage everyone to keep striving for 
their goals in Bible Reading, Centurion of Scripture, Good Samaritan and Know your Books. Forty are enrolled in Bible 
Reading, sixteen in Centurion of Scripture, thirteen in Know your Books, and twenty in Good Samaritan.
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HHELLELL

One  Sunday  I  preached  on  hell  and  heaven.
Interestingly,  I  received  more  compliments  and
feedback on the sermon about hell.

Are we afraid to preach fire and brimstone? Some
pulpits may never speak a word regarding hell,  and
this can create a vacuum in the church. Of course we
need  to  be  balanced,  declare  the  whole  counsel  of
God, but the entire word of God includes hell doesn’t
it?  We  must  understand  what  the  Bible  says
concerning hell, and do our best to communicate this
topic with love and tactfulness. 

“The walls of hell will be covered with the soot of
Baptists!” This quip may be humorous to some (and
on  some  level  it  does  communicate  the  truth),  but
when said it  is  not usually coming from a place of
concern, but of pride. I doubt we will convert anyone
from a denomination if we say bluntly “You are going
to burn in hell.” We should be forthright at times, but
we must have wisdom and love mitigate the truth we
speak (Matthew 10:16 & Ephesians 4:15).

What  am I saying?  Let’s  never  compromise the
truth,  but  be  smart  enough not  to  shove it  down a
person’s throat.

People in the church want to hear sermons about
hell. Last time I spoke on this topic I tried to strike a
balance by preaching on heaven in the evening, and
announcing  I  would  do  so  as  I  began the  morning
sermon about hell.

Do you ever think about prison? You may drive
past a penitentiary and wonder about it for a minute
or  so,  but  you  probably  do  not  think  about  it  that
much.  In  our  society  we  incarcerate  and  punish
people when they break the law. This is a reality the
average person may not give much thought to, likely
due  to  its  negativity.  To  think  about  those  in  our
world who are reprobate and perform atrocious acts,
does not start our day with a smile.  Regardless,  such
people exist, and prison is a part of our life. 

What  are  we  going  to  do  with  the  murderers,
rapists,  molesters,  thieves,  and  embezzlers  in  our
society?  We  should  try  and  change  them with  the
gospel, and help them see the harm they are causing
others. What if they do not want to change? What if
the  criminal  is  satisfied  with  his  life?  Will  we not

punish him? 
If  people  recognize  the  need  to  separate  the

harmful members of society from the productive, why
then do people curse God for doing the same? 

Your  spirit  will  continue  on  and  will  abide  in
either  heaven  or  hell.  If  we  choose  a  life  of  sin,
transgressing God’s law (1 John 3:4),  then He will
separate us from those who obey the law. 

Jesus spoke more about hell than anyone else in
the  Bible  (Matthew  5:22,  29-30;  10:28;  23:15,  33;
25:30-46; Mark 9:42-50; Luke 12:5).

To  put  it  in  terms  I  believe  do  justice  to  the
Scriptures, and in a way we can all understand, hell is
the eternal penitentiary for people who delight in evil.

Do you believe in good and evil? Do you believe
God is holy and just? Do you believe there is life after
death?  I  venture  you  do  believe  in  these  things  as
most Christians do, but what about their significance?
If  these  are  all  true,  then  God  by  virtue  of  His
goodness,  holiness,  and  justness  must  punish
wickedness. 

Christianity  is  a thinking person’s religion.  You
can glide over the surface of Biblical issues and have
a  mediocre  faith,  or  you  can  delve  deeply into  the
unfathomable mind of God! Why be mediocre? Give
some serious study and thought to the topic of hell.
Remember  to  see  people  as  living  souls  with  an
eternal destiny.

— Seth Michael

****** 
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. Matthew 
24:44 ESV 

Prepare spiritually today and every day as if the 
Lord were coming. For we do not know when that will 
be. Begin your day with prayer and meditation. Keep 
your day holy. End your day with thanksgiving. 
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