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Sunday, April 12
(9:30 & 10:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)

(Potluck dinner follow morning worship)
Bible Class: How Can We Be a Better Family?
A.M. Worship: Is It too Late to Come Home?
P.M. Worship: Who Are Churches of Christ?

Monday through Wednesday, April 13-15
(7:00 p.m.)

Who Really Killed Jesus?
Are We Just Dating Jesus?

Whatever Happened to the Rich Young Ruler?

At the Church of Christ, 1400 Troy Road
Collinsville, IL 62234 618-667-6708

(Located in Troy, IL, on the Frontage Road off I/55-
70 at Exit 17, just west of RP Lumber)

David  Powell  is  in  his
twenty-first  year  as  an
instructor  at  Freed-
Hardeman  University.
Since 2007, he has also
served  as  the  Assistant
dean  of  the  College  of
Biblical  Studies.  In
addition, he currently is
in  his  fifteenth  year

serving as the Pulpit Minister for the North Jackson
Church of Christ  in Jackson, Tennessee.  David and
his wife Cathy have two grown children,  Katie,  28,
and Nathan, 22.

Search for 
Additional Deacons

The elders are ready to begin a process of seeking
men to serve as additional deacons. Areas in which it
is  deemed  that  a  need  exists  are  as  follows:
Benevolence  (help  in  coordinating  benevolent
efforts);  Bible School (helping coordinate our Bible
school program); Building and grounds (an additional
man  would  be  beneficial);  Children’s  homes
(promoting  of  and  communication  with);
Congregational  involvement  (coordinating
congregational  events);  Library  (organizing  and
overseeing);  Serving the needs of the elderly (shut-
ins, those alone, etc.). You are encouraged to read 1
Timothy 3:8-13 and pray for the congregation and the
elders  as  this  search  begins.  Please  give  serious
thought and prayer as you consider the needs of the
congregation  and  those  men  you  feel  are  qualified
scripturally,  have proven themselves as faithful men
and leaders, and are capable of serving in the needed
areas  listed  above.  Please  give  your  written
recommendations  to  any of the elders  no later  than
Sunday, April 19, 2015.
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GGIVEIVE M MEE L LIBERTYIBERTY  OROR G GIVEIVE M MEE... E... ENTERTAINMENTNTERTAINMENT??

Reading the title, you know these are not the famous
words of Patrick Henry; (Read Patrick Henry’s speech and
other writings of our forefathers.  They are chock-full  of
Scripture  references.  Historically America  is  a  Christian
nation, and don’t let anyone tell you otherwise).

Patrick Henry made this famous statement at the end
of  a  speech  he  delivered  to  a  political  convention  in
Richmond, Virginia. The British were positioned to attack
the American colonies,  and a  lack of  action could have
resulted in the end of America before it began. His words
“Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death!”  where  not  the
catchphrase they have become today. He was prepared to
die so that the liberty of our nation would endure. 

I fear the public is allowing our liberty, which many
have bled and died for,  to slip away.  Secularists  raise a
stink, and God and the Bible can no longer be mentioned
in public schools. Seemingly every few months, a troubled
adolescent shoots and murders his school peers; thus, the
debate to bear arms continues. Regardless of skin color, a
thief engages in a physical altercation with a police officer,
which results in the  thief  getting shot and killed (could it
have  been  handled  better?  Could  Brown have  not  been
shot? Absolutely!  Absolutely!  It  doesn’t  change the fact
however, that a criminal  started a fight with an officer of
the law).  As  a  result,  much  of  Ferguson,  MO has been
burnt to the ground or looted. The approximate 1-2% of
the  American  people  who  identify  themselves  as
homosexuals,  have so thoroughly influenced this nation,
that we are now changing laws to suit their illicit passions,
and secularizing marriage  even further.  In  the  landmark
Roe  v.  Wade  case,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that
abortion is  a “fundamental  right  under the Unites States
Constitution.” Jane Roe (who is now pro-life) lied about
being  raped,  yet  her  affidavit  has  played  a  part  in  the
legalization  of  abortion.  Militant  Muslims  hijack  an
airplane causing the horror that was September 11 th,  and
now we all have to get a physical  and be x-rayed if we
want to fly. Now to stop potential “terrorist” threats, our
government  has the ability to listen in on our telephone
conversations. Is this the legacy of liberty our forefathers
fought for?

I am not an anarchist. I appreciate the government, and
all that it does to maintain order and peace. I, and those
who  live  by the  Christian  faith,  must  be  subject  to  our
governing  authorities,  Romans  13:1ff,  as  long  as  said
authorities do not ask us to break God’s law—Acts 5:29.
Please  do  not  mistake  this  article  as  a  rant  against  the
government.

To the point,  every time this nation faces a decisive
moment, in recent time, we willingly forfeit our freedom
by imposing on ourselves outward laws—laws which do
nothing to amend the problem at hand. 

Law is good!  We need law. But, we need less of the
outward  laws  of  men,  and  more  of  the  inward  Law of
Christ! You are called to write the gospel on your heart, to
make  it  an integral  part  of  who you  are—2 Corinthians
3:1-6.  Enforcing  an  outward  law brings  death.  It  is  the
spirit,  the inward law written on the heart,  which brings
life. Too often we Christians sit in a stupor bedazzled by
the TV, internet, or other superfluous things. We trade our
liberties for entertainment. In the meantime, those who are
zealous  for  worldliness  take  a  stand,  and  press  forward
with their agendas.

I  do  not  look  at  our  American  history  with  rose
colored  glasses.  Not  all  the  men  and women  who have
played  a  part  in  the  great  American  play  were  New
Testament  Christians,  and  no  one  is  perfect.  However,
many of them bled Scripture, and believed in a Christian
Worldview. You need the gospel,  your  children need it,
your neighbors need it, and this entire country needs the
living word of God. 

Cherished Christian reader, what are you doing to get
the Word out to the masses? 

The  father  of  American  scholarship  and  education
said,  “In  my  view,  the  Christian  religion  is  the  most
important and one of the first things in which all children,
under a free government ought to be instructed.” —Noah
Webster.

If you desire real freedom to ring out in this country,
you  must  encourage  the  individual  to  wring  out  God’s
word.  “Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation:  but  sin  is  a
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34)

—Seth Michael
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