
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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DDISTRACTEDISTRACTED
he man driving a pick up was traveling at a
speed of 35 mph in a 55-mph zone. As he
approached an intersection, he slowed down

with his right blinker on. He came to a stop, waited for
traffic to clear, and turned left. He was distracted as he
talked on his cell phone. As he was distracted from the
primary  activity  of  driving,  and  made  serious,  life
threatening mistakes, so are many distracted from their
primary responsibilities of Christianity.

T

There is no question that the Christian’s life is to be
spent committed and faithful to God. Christians are to
love God above all else (Matthew 22:37). They are to
put God and His kingdom first  (Matthew 6:33).  They
are to set their minds upon the things that are above,
where  Christ  is,  not  upon  the  things  of  this  world
(Colossians  3:1-2).  Jesus  himself  said  that  a  disciple
must love Him above all others (Luke 14:26) and must
forsake all that he has in order to be His disciple (Luke
14:33).  Paul  wrote  that  the  Christian  life  is  one  of
sacrifice to God with a different and changed life, one
not conformed to the ways of the world (Romans 12:1-
2).  He summarized  it  well  in  speaking of himself.  “I
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I
that live, but Christ living in me: and that (life) which I
now live in the flesh I live in faith, (the faith) which is in
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for
me” (Galatians 2:20). 

This does not mean the Christian must give up his
marriage, family, job, and all possessions to live a life of
poverty in a monastic life dedicated to God. Peter left all
and followed the Lord, becoming one of His disciples
(Mark 10:28).  Yet,  he still  had his family,  home, and
occupation. He still had a house, a wife, and a mother-
in-law (Matthew 8:14). He still had his boat and fishing
equipment (John 21:3). 

What this does mean, however, is that the Christian
must  dedicate 100 percent  of his  life  to God and the
Lord Jesus Christ. His life in the family is lived to the

glory of God. His life on the job is lived as a Christian.
Every aspect of the Christian’s life must be lived for and
to the glory of God. It is not merely a matter of showing
up at worship services once a week. It  is  a matter of
dedicating  oneself  and  one’s  life  completely  to  the
service and honor of God. 

Unfortunately,  many  are  distracted,  as  the  driver
was, from their primary duty of living the Christian life
and serving God with all their being. Instead of serving
God  in  the  family,  many  allow  family  to  become  a
distraction. Too many become distracted by the desire to
have  the  children  in  every  activity  that  comes  along.
After  all,  a  person  must  provide  for  the  growth  and
development of the family. Then there is the need for
the family to get away for leisure and recreation. Then,
you can add the need for keeping the house and yard
looking  as  good  as  the  neighbor’s,  and  all  the  other
needs within the family,  and the individual finds rare
and  little  time  for  God.  Certainly  God  wants  the
Christian to be faithful to family and the needs of the
family, but not to the point of forsaking Him. The same
could be said about job, friendships, and more. In the
parable of the soils (Luke 8:5-15), Jesus indicated that
the  cares  of  this  life  choke  out  the  growth  and
development  of  the  individual  who  has  received  the
word of God (Luke 8:14).  Then,  as  the driver above,
that individual travels at a much slower speed than what
he could travel,  and he will  make many wrong turns
along the way. 

Friend,  commit  yourself  to  God.  Strive  to
accomplish all  you can while you can.  The time will
come when you will not be able to work for Him (John
9:4).
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TTHEHE A ATHEISTTHEIST ''SS P PRISONRISON

If  you have not yet watched the Warren vs. Flew
debate, I urge you to do so. It is the finest debate I
have ever heard on the topic of creation vs. evolution.
You can watch it for free on YouTube.1

Brother Warren destroys the feeble logic atheists
often  employ  in  their  arguments.  In  his  opening
statements,  brother  Warren  provided  an  interesting
diagram. He called this diagram “Flew’s prison.”

The  diagram  illustrates  a  series  of  concentric
rooms viewed from above. Thomas Warren asks us to
imagine each of these rooms as being made of steel
and concrete, and having no windows, no doors, and
no  openings  whatsoever.  In  order  for  a  person  to
logically be an atheist, then they would have to come
through each of the following walls:

No person, no matter how intelligent they may be,
can objectively demonstrate: matter is eternal, life 
originated from dead matter (rocks, dirt, water, etc.), 
consciousness arose from the nonconscious, 
intelligence arose from the nonintelligent, and a 
human being came from a nonhuman creature. The 
atheist places himself in this prison of absurdities.

Do you ever feel browbeaten and belittled because
of your faith? Don’t! Trusting in an eternal Creator is 
tremendously more reasonable than believing in the 
blind-no-god-faith system which is atheism.

Study your Bible! Study its claims!
Understand the truth! Echo the words of our dear 

apostle, “…I am set for the defence of the gospel” 
(Philippians 1:17 KJV). If you are a Christian, you are
on the side of truth and reason.

—Seth Michael

1 Go to youtube.com and search for “warren flew debate,”
or  enter  this  address:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
=8aZvlUqJWpI&list=PL155737945D3C5E5F

*******

 
Art Hill seems to be in the news every time there is

a good snow. I have never been sledding down Art Hill,
the  hot  spot  in  St.  Louis  when  the  snows  come.
However, I do remember sledding down Houser Street
in Flat River, Missouri, when growing up. That was a
hill  where  many would  congregate  when there  was a
snowfall.  Of  course,  things  always  seem  larger  as  a
young boy, but, as I remember, the hill was about four
or  five  blocks  long.  At  the  bottom,  you  would  have
enough  speed  that  many  times  you  could  continue
around the curve at the bottom of the hill for another
twenty or thirty yards. Sledding was fun. It took little
effort. The climb back up, however, was another story. 

The problem with so many in life is that they want
the easy way. They want only the downhill fun. It takes
little effort and they can have fun all the way. On the
other hand, living the Christian life that leads to heaven
seems to be an uphill battle. It is not easy and there are
always slick spots waiting to cause you to fall. Yet, to
reach the top is the ultimate. It means eternal life. 

For to this end we toil and strive, because we have
our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all
people, especially of those who believe. 1 Timothy 4:10
ESV 

The climb is worth the work. Put your mind to the
task. Do not become weary. Keep your hope set on the
living God and live to His glory today. 
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