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MMABERYABERY''SS M MINUTESINUTES
Let me encourage you to get  involved with our

Lads  to  Leaders  projects.  First,  talk  with  your
children and grandchildren about these and encourage
them to  participate and be involved. Second, consider
how  you  can  be  involved.  You  can  sign  up  as  a
participant. There are projects for adults that will help
us grow as individuals and as a congregation. Think
of what it can do for you and for others to participate
in the Good Samaritan project. Reading the Bible will
always  benefit  us.  For  instance,  concerning  the
Revelation,  the  apostle  John  wrote,  “Blessed  is  he
that  readeth...”  Will  we  not,  also,  be  blessed  by
reading portions of God’s word? A third project for
all is to know the books of the Bible and their themes.
I realize many now use electronic versions, but what
an asset it is to know where all the books of the Bible
are and to know the general theme of each. Finally, I
encourage  you  to  participate  in  the  Centurion  of
Scripture. I can personally say that the memorization
of  Scripture  has  been  a  tremendous  asset  to  my
personal Bible study and in teaching others. 

Now,  once  you  are  a  participant,  you  can  be  a
tremendous  influence  upon  others,  especially  your
children,  grandchildren,  and the other  children  with
whom  you  have  some  relationship  within  the
congregation. You can encourage them to participate.
You can help them in their participation as you work
alongside them. 

I urge all parents to encourage your children and
sign them up to participate in some of the programs.
The programs  mentioned  above are  for  all.  Yet,  in
addition,  there are the Guard/Gifts classes described
below and the Oral  Bible  Reading.  The Oral  Bible
Reading will have both male and female participants
who will develop reading skills. They will participate
within their respective genders. 

This year is just the beginning. It will be a year in
which  we can  test  the waters  and see how we can
develop the program more  fully so as  to help  both
young and old acquire greater leadership skills.

TLM

GGUARDUARD/G/GIFTSIFTS
The  guard/gift  program  is  a  study  program  for

young people in grades 5-12. The primary focus of
the study is to instill Christian values and encourage
growth within the church. This program covers many
topics  that  our  young  people  face  today,  such  as
staying  faithful  to  the  church,  standing  up  for  the
truth,  discipleship,  spiritual  leadership,  respect,
dating,  modesty,  creation  vs.  evolution,  biblical
authority, and many other important topics.

The study is an 18-month study where we will use
a book outlining these and other topics. It should take
around  six  weeks  to  complete  one  chapter  of  the
thirteen  chapter  study.  The  participants  will  meet
once per chapter (six weeks ) to discuss the book and
to give everyone an opportunity to ask questions and
gauge understanding.

The boys will study with Men of the congregation
and the girls with Women of the congregation. Both
will cover topics specific to each gender. 

This  program will  solidify our  young people in
Christian  values.  I  want  to  encourage  every  young
person  and  parents  to  sign  up.  This  is  a  great
opportunity  for  the  current  adults  in  this  church  to
really get involved with our young people and effect
positive  Christian  change  in  them.  The  future  of
God's church is our young people. 

If you’re interested in mentoring this program or
to  enroll  your  children,  please  contact  Wendell
Watson (Director  of Lads to  Leaders)  or Sean Cox
(Coordinator of Guard/Gifts) for more information.

Sean Cox
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GGLEANINGSLEANINGS  FROMFROM  THETHE G GREEKREEK (#3) (#3)
Sometimes there is a Greek word which is difficult to

fully translate into English. With the limited schooling I’ve
had in the Greek language, I can say one thing for certain.
You can trust in sound English translations like the KJV,
NKJV,  ASV,  NASB,  and ESV.  This is  by far  the most
important  lesson  I  have  learned  from  studying  Koine
Greek.

With  that  said,  it  is  profitable  to  study the  original
languages  of  the  Bible.  There  are  nuances  and  specific
details  that  only  can  be  ascertained  by  examining  the
Greek or Hebrew.

In 2 Timothy 3:16 we find one of those words which is
difficult to fully translate. The Bible says, “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in
righteousness.”

I would like to focus on the last phrase “instruction in
righteousness.”  The  ESV  and  NASB  read,  “training  in
righteousness.” Why the difference? The variance in these
translations  is  because  they  are  trying  to  capture  the
meaning of a Greek word which is very specific.

The word “instruction” or “training” in this text is the
Greek word paideia (pie-DAY-a).

According to  the lexicographer  Thayer,  this  word is
defined as, “the whole training and education of children
(which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and
employs for this purpose now commands and admonitions,
now  reproof  and  punishment)…”1 You  can  see  how
translating this word as “instruction” or “training” captures
the  overall  meaning  of  the  word,  but  you  can  glean
significant details by studying the Greek.

In  2  Timothy 3:16,  the  word  paideia  is  in  its  noun
form. This same word is also used as a verb in the New
Testament. We find the verb form in verses like:

And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians,  and  was  mighty  in  words  and  in
deeds. (Acts 7:22).

But  when we are judged,  we are  chastened of
the Lord, that we should not be condemned with
the world. (1 Corinthians 11:32)

In  meekness  instructing those  that  oppose
themselves… (2 Timothy 2:25)

For  the  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  salvation
hath appeared to all men,  Teaching us… (Titus
2:11-12)  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he

chasteneth,  and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. (Hebrews 12:6)

The  bolded  words  represent  the  underlying  Greek
word paideia.

If  you  give me the liberty to paraphrase II  Timothy
3:16, it would be “All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God,  and  is  profitable…to  raise  us  from  babes  to
adulthood in God’s righteousness.” 

When  you  obeyed  the  gospel,  you  were  born  again
(John 3:3-8). You became a spiritual infant. As a newborn
child of God, it is only the word of your Heavenly Father
you  must  heed.  “As  newborn  babes,  desire  the  sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2).

We are not to follow the words of strangers and others
who are not our Father. Creeds, traditions of men, and so
called holy books like the Book of Mormon or the Quran;
these are words contrived from the hearts of men.

The Holy Bible is all sufficient and profitable for us
today. It is His word which instructs us, trains us, teaches
us, and chastens us. It is His word which we consume to
grow spiritually. Let us sing with boldness: 

“Give me the Bible, Holy message shining;
Thy light shall guide me in the narrow way;
Precept and promise, law and love combing,
Till night shall vanish in eternal day.”2

—Seth Michael

1Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. 
2009), 473.

2Alton H. Howard, Songs of the Church (Howard Pub. Co. 
1977), number 120. 

As was mentioned when the 2015
budget  was  presented,  we  have
had to decrease our support to all
our  mission  efforts  and

benevolence efforts with the exception of the jail
ministry. It receives the least amount of support
of any work we support. We can continue to pray
for these efforts, however. Also, pray that we will
be able to increase our support in the future.
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