
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, 
as it goes well with your soul. 3 John 2 ESV
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The Beauty of Satan

rror,  indeed,  is  never  set  forth  in  its  naked
deformity, lest, being thus exposed, it should at
once be detected. But it is craftily decked out

in an attractive dress, so as, by its outward form, to make it
appear to the inexperienced (ridiculous as the expression
may seem) more true than the truth itself.” –Irenaeus1 

E
Many think  of  Satan  as  a  red  colored  figure,  with

horns  on  his  head,  and  carrying  a  pitchfork  to  poke  at
people. This looney-toons version of Satan does not come
from the Bible.  God’s  word tells  us  the  devil  is  not  so
obvious;  rather,  his  appearance  is  beautiful  and  not
repulsive.  “And  no  marvel;  for  Satan  himself  is
transformed into an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14).
Herein  we  find  the  difficulty  of  fighting  against  this
spiritual foe. He appears to be beautiful like an angel of
light.

Going all the way back to the Garden of Eden, think of
how positive and alluring his words were to Eve. He told
Eve she would not die (Genesis 3:4). He told Eve her eyes
would be opened (Genesis 3:5). He told Eve she would be
like  gods,  knowing good and evil  (Genesis  3:5).  Wow!
Sign me up!

Sadly, Satan is a liar and he is good at it. In John 8:44
Jesus  sternly  rebuked  the  Pharisees  for  their  lies  and
hypocrisy, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your  father  ye  will  do.  He  was  a  murderer  from  the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” 

Satan  mixes  the  truth  with  lies.  Eve  knew  God’s
warning: “But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die”  (Genesis 3:3). Satan added
one small word to God’s statement. “And the serpent said
unto the woman,  Ye shall  not  surely  die”  (Genesis  3:4,
emphasis  added).  He  outright  contradicted  God’s  word,
and then promised Eve those three half-truths mentioned
above.

Eve would die spiritually that very day,  and later on
she would die physically as well, being separated from the
tree of life (Genesis 3:24). Eve’s eyes were opened, but
they were opened to sin; no longer did she view the world
in innocence (Genesis 3:7). She did gain the knowledge of
good and evil, and along with it the burden and pain of
understanding what evil is (Genesis 3:15, 21, 22).

Satan promised life, Adam and Eve got death. Satan
promised enlightenment,  they lost their innocence. Satan
promised knowledge, they received pain.

Life,  enlightenment,  and  knowledge  cannot  be  fully
realized by living a life of sin. Nothing good comes from
sin.

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into
an  angel  of  light.  Therefore  it  is  no  great  thing  if  his
ministers  also  be  transformed  as  the  ministers  of
righteousness;  whose  end  shall  be  according  to  their
works” (2 Corinthians 11:14-15).

The devil has not deviated from his duping delusions
of deception. Today he works providentially through men
to mislead. There are some excellent speakers out in the
world who fly under the banner of Christianity. They may
say some decent things, even Scriptural things, but their
overall message is a lie. Anyone can quote Scripture; Satan
certainly did (Matthew 4:6). Satan wraps His lies with a
pretty ribbon and gives them to you with the pretense of
truth. His messengers do the same.

Satan is real, alive, and in the world today. You must
be  a  discerning  individual.  “Prove  all  things;  hold  fast
that  which  is  good”  (1  Thessalonians  5:21).  We  are
commanded to prove/test all  things. There is no need to
accept every wolf that parades in the guise of Christianity.
Read, study,  be vigilant in the faith! Take up the whole
armor  of  God,  and  stand  ready to  deflect  Satan’s  fiery
arrows.

—Seth Michael
 
1Edited by Alexander Roberts, D. D, & James Donaldson, 
LL. D. The Anti-Nicene Fathers Vol. I (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1953),
315.
  

I am not really a Facebook person,
but I am trying to use it more for
the  church.  If  you  are  on
Facebook, I encourage you to “like”

the Collinsville  church of  Christ  Facebook page.
There  is  more  than  one  Collinsville  Church  of
Christ on Facebook, though, so make sure to get
the right one. I have been posting pictures of the
renovation  and  of  activities.  I  also  try  to  post
reminders  and  encouragement.  This  is  just
another  way  of  communicating  and  keeping
everyone informed.
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