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HHAVEAVE I ITT Y YOUROUR W WAYAY
ave  it  your  way!  That  was  the  advertising
slogan of a hamburger chain some years ago.
The appeal was that a person did not have to

accept  the  burger  made  on  the  assembly  line,  with  the
standard items  on the burger.  He did not  have to  make
special requests that meant  waiting for it  to be specially
prepared.  All  burgers  came  without  the  standard
condiments. Anyone could then go to a food island in the
restaurant to add whatever was desired to the hamburger.

H

We have become a “have it your way” society. People
want things their own way, even when it comes to religion.
That  is  no  more  evident  than  it  is  with  worship.  Many
churches,  including  congregations  of  the  Lord’s  church,
are adding and subtracting from the worship prescribed in
God’s  Sacred Text.  Consider,  for  instance,  music  in the
worship. It is common to hear of bands performing as part
of worship services. I am not aware of congregations of
the Lord’s church that have gone that far, but it is not that
uncommon  in  some  churches  of  Christ  for  soloists,
quartets, choirs, and other special groups to perform. Even
more common is the use of “praise leaders.” Some songs,
especially those arising from youth days and youth camps,
include clapping.

There  are  two  matters  that  should  be  considered
regarding these innovations. 

Where is the focus? When special music is added to
worship, the true focus is not upon God, but upon man.
Worship  becomes  nothing  more  than  entertainment
designed  to  please  man  and  to  attract  numbers.  That
becomes  obvious  by  the  selection  of  those  chosen  to
perform.  A  person  is  not  chosen  for  the  desire  and
sincerity of the heart to honor God, but for the ability to
please  men  with  beautiful  singing.  Those  who  “cannot
carry a tune in a bucket” are not even considered. When
the  focus  of  worship  is  man  pleasing  rather  than  God
pleasing, the object of worship is changed. The true object
of worship is God (John 4:23). He is worthy of worship
(Revelation  4:11).  Yet,  the  words  of  Paul  become
appropriate: “for that they exchanged the truth of God for
a lie, and worshipped and served the creature rather than

the  Creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever.  Amen”  (Romans
1:25). 

The purpose of worship is not to keep in touch with
and honor man, but to honor God.

Where  is  the  authority?  Worship  is  to  be  done,  not
only with the right spirit, but in truth, according to God’s
word (John 17:17; Colossians 3:17). The only authorized
music  for worship is  singing (1 Corinthians  14:15),  and
that  is  to  be  done  one  to  another  (Colossians  3:16;
Ephesians  5:19).  The  singing  of  one  person  to  another
eliminates solos, quartets, choirs, and other special groups.
With such, certain select individuals are singing to others.
Those  who  are  merely  listening  are  not  participating  in
worship,  and  a  person  cannot  worship  by  proxy.  Some
argue  that  solos  are  authorized  by  Paul  (1  Corinthians
14:26). 

This passage does not necessarily mean solos are to be
sung. An individual can bring a psalm as a writer or leader.
The song can then be taught to the congregation, or the
individual could lead the congregation in the song. Solos
could not be authorized here because it would contradict
what Paul taught elsewhere about singing one to another
(Colossians  3:16;  Ephesians  5:19).  If  solos  were
authorized, which they are not, only men could sing them.
For singing is a form of teaching (Colossians 3:16), and
women are not to have authority over men in teaching (1
Timothy 2:12). Women praise leaders would be contrary
to truth for the same reason.

Clapping is condemned on the grounds of doing only
what is authorized. Clapping during a song is no different
from  using  cymbals.  The  hands  become  percussion
instruments. In addition, a person cannot do with the hands
what is commanded to do in our music — speak, teach,
and admonish (Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19).

It  was  never  intended for  man  to  “have  it  his  own
way” in worship. Worship is to focus upon God and be
according to the authority of God (John 4:23-24). 
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Do I Have To Be Perfect?
The King James Version is my go to Bible. As much

as  I  love  it,  I  realize  it  can  cause  some  difficulties  for
today’s English speaker. I think it is interesting that many
of the contemporary translations such as the ESV, NKJV,
NASB, as well as others, have taken stylistic cues from the
good ol’ KJV. One way this is evidenced is by the use of
the word “perfect” in newer translations. Do I have to be
perfect as a Christian? The answer is yes and no.

First,  what  does  the  word  “perfect”  mean?  In  my
opinion, this word is most often used today with the sense
of something being completely ideal,  having no fault  or
flawless. For us, this is an unattainable goal. “For all have
sinned,  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God”  (Romans
3:23). And, the beloved apostle penned, “If we say that we
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not
in us” (1 John 1:10). It is impossible for you to be perfect
in this sense. God does not command you to do that which
is impossible.  Therefore,  you do not have to be perfect,
that is, having no faults. 

Well, what about the many passages in the tone of 2
Corinthians 13:11? Here the Bible commands you to “… e
perfect…” Furthermore, Jesus commands us to be perfect
saying,  “Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father
which is in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).  How do I
accomplish this? 

The word “perfect,” along with its various forms,  is
used 60 times in the New Testament (in the KJV). Of those
60  times,  7  occurrences  could  be  used  in  the  sense  of
“having  no  fault.”  These  are  the  7  passages:  Luke  1:3;
Acts 18:26; 22:3;  23:15, 20; 24:22; I Thessalonians 5:2.
For  example,  at  the  outset  of  Luke’s  gospel  record,  he
stated  having  a,  “…perfect  understanding  of  all  things
from the very first…” (Luke 1:3). According to Strong this
word means exact or accurate. It is used in this sense in the
7 passages listed above. However, if you read these verses,
the context does not apply to our manner of life as God’s
children. 

The remaining 53 times you read “perfect” in the New
Testament,  it  means  complete  or  mature.  Not only does
this make more sense for today’s  English speaker, but it
also better conveys the meaning of the Greek. If you are
struggling to wrap your mind around this, remember Luke
8:14.  In  the  parable  here,  Jesus  is  speaking  of  the
materialistic person—the person who believes and obeys
God’s word, but in time withers away due to their love for
the world. Jesus said this type of person brings, “…no fruit
to  perfection.”  Obviously  the  meaning  of  the  word
“perfection” here  is  ripeness,  completeness,  or  maturity.
This is how it is most often used in the New Testament

(the 7 exceptions withstanding).
The  KJV  was  published  in  1611.  This  translation

reflects the regal beauty of the formal style of the English
language during that  time.  The way the KJV translators
used the word “perfect” made more sense to the average
person 400 years ago. According to the Online Etymology
Dictionary,  the  normal  understanding  of  the  word
“perfect” was as follows: “ ‘to bring to full development,’
late 14c…”1 By and large, this is the meaning of the word
as it appears in the KJV.

We  are  commanded  to  be  mature  (perfect)  in  our
dealings  with  others  as  our  Heavenly  Father  is  mature
(Matthew 5:48). We are commanded to renew our mind in
order that we may know the complete (perfect) will of God
(Romans 12:2). We are commanded to labor and endeavor
so  that  we  may  stand  before  God  as  mature  (perfect)
Christians (Colossians 4:12). We must  be perfect in this
way, and the perfect Christian will not practice sin.

Let us pray to God in our imperfection (I John 1:9).
Let us strive to be mature and complete children of God,
being more conformed to the image Christ day by day. Let
us trust in the faultlessness of Jesus, and less upon our own
corruption.  Let  our  prayer  be,  “He must  increase,  but  I
must decrease.”

—Seth Michael

 
1 http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?
allowed_in_frame=0&search=perfect&searchmode=none

 
 

When  is  the  last  time  you
commended one  of  our  deacons?
Deacons  often  work  behind  the
scenes or in thankless ways. Their

service might be visible, but, in some cases, you
might  now even know what  they do.  Yet,  their
service  to  the  congregation  is  invaluable.  I
encourage you to seek them out. Ask them about
their area of service and express your appreciation
to them.
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