
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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WWHATHAT C CANAN I (& Y I (& YOUOU) D) DOO  FORFOR  THETHE G GOSPELOSPEL M MEETINGEETING??
elieve it or not, our gospel meeting is upon us.
Larry  Sweeney  will  be  preaching  Sunday
through  Wednesday  of  next  week  on  “How

Christians Live” from 2 Timothy 2. This series of lessons
should be instructional for all of us and for visitors alike.
So what  can you and I  do in order to benefit  from and
make this effort a success for Collinsville and glorifying to
God?

B

1. I  can mark  my calendar.  Save the date.  Plan to
attend. I know there are many activities on most
calendars. Yet, this is important! This is a matter
of  my  spiritual  life,  walking  in  the  spirit  rather
than the flesh. I should clear my calendar now of
all those matters that are not essential. I must make
God and my spiritual life my highest priority next
week as I consider what must be accomplished. I
will seek His kingdom and His righteousness first
(Matthew 6:33). If I make that commitment now, I
will be more likely to follow through on it. I won’t
let  it  become  a  last  minute  decision.  I  should
decide now to commit my time next week to my
spiritual growth.

2. I can invite others to attend with me. If they plan
to  meet  me  here,  I  must  make  sure  they  have
directions. Do you know of anyone who needs the
gospel  of  Christ?  That  is  a  foolish  question,  of
course.  I  know  people  who  are  lost.  There  are
none  who  are  righteous  in  and  of  themselves
(Romans 3:10). All men need the gospel and God
wants all men to come to a knowledge of the truth
and be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4). I know that most
will not do that (Matthew 7:13-14). The majority
of people are rebellious toward God and have no
desire to serve Him. Yet, I do not know the hearts
of those around us. It could be that my invitation
to a gospel meeting is just the encouragement that
a friend, neighbor, or relative needs. They could
very well have a good heart but they have never
been invited to hear the truth spoken in love. “But
I  have  invited  them  before,”  you  might  say.

Consider  this.  Have  you  ever  had  a  change  of
heart? I have. Others do, too.

3. Read 2 Timothy 2. All lessons on “How Christians
Live” will be based upon that chapter. I shouldn’t
come  unprepared!  I  will  read  the  Bible.  I  will
meditate upon it. I will prepare my heart to listen
attentively and look for  applications  that  can be
made  in  my  life.  I  will  think  about  conquering
fear,  being  a  steward,  a  soldier,  an  athlete,  a
farmer, a servant. To make the most of the gospel
meeting, I must come prepared. 

4. I can pray every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17). I can
pray for those whom I invite. I can pray that they
will receive my invitation with an open heart. I can
pray that they will be open to the preaching of the
gospel.  I  can  pray  that  God  will  remove  any
obstacles to my attendance. I can pray for Larry
Sweeney, for his preparation, for his safety as he
travels,  and  for  wisdom  as  he  delivers  his
messages. I can pray for your brothers and sisters
as they consider their attendance. I will pray that
in  all  this  God  will  receive  the  glory  and  the
honor.

5.  I can follow through on my commitment. I will
attend every lesson you can possibly attend. I will
come with Bible, pad and pencil or pen so I can
follow  the  Scriptures,  take  notes  and  meditate
upon the lessons once I return home. 

6. I  can  greet  visitors.  I  can  let  them  know  how
happy we are to have them. I will make them feel
comfortable  and loved.  I  will  introduce them to
people  around  them  and  treat  them  as  honored
guests.
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TTHEHE B BURDENURDEN  OFOF  THETHE S SOLDIEROLDIER ''SS C CROSSROSS

In  this  area  of  Illinois  there  is  a  large  military
community. We are exhorted in God’s word to “Bear one
another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ”
(Galatians 6:2 NKJV). This author has never served in the
earthly military, so I cannot bear your burdens as a fellow
veteran. I am however enlisted in the heavenly host, and I
can bear your burdens as a fellow soldier in Christ’s army
—II Timothy 2:3.

I can only imagine to be in a situation where you are
risking life and limb for your country. I can only imagine
situations  where decisions  and actions  can mean  life  or
death. For all who have served in our military I say thank
you. 

I think it is important, for those who are active duty
and for those who are veterans, to understand what God’s
word  says  regarding  serving  in  a  capacity  for  one’s
government. 

First, the Bible does not condemn the occupation of a
soldier.  When John the  Immerser  came  proclaiming  the
gospel of the kingdom, soldiers responded to the message.
“Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, ‘And what shall
we do?’ So he said to them, ‘Do not intimidate anyone or
accuse falsely, and be content with your wages’ ”  (Luke
3:14 NKJV). Did John tell them to resign as soldiers? Did
he tell them to find a different occupation? What did John
tell them to do? He exhorted them to be upright in their
service as soldiers.

Secondly, it is worth noting that in Acts chapter  10 we
learn about the man Cornelius. He was a soldier, and he
was a man who feared God. His righteousness and charity
came up to God as a memorial. God sent Peter to this man
and his household, and they obeyed the gospel. Everything
the Bible tells us about Cornelius leads us to understand he
was a godly man, and he was a soldier by occupation.

I  have  heard  of  men  and  women  returning  from
combat with post-traumatic stress or shell shock. Again, I
can only imagine the toll it could be on a person’s mind to
live through a combat situation. The Bible does teach the
sanctity of human life—Genesis 9:6. However, the Bible
makes a distinction between murder and taking a life in
wartime.

Examine  the  following passage,  “Let  every  soul  be
subject  to  the  governing  authorities.  For  there  is  no
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist
are appointed by God… For he is God's minister to you
for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear
the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to
execute wrath on him who practices evil” (Romans 13:1, 4
NKJV).

This passage teaches us that God uses governments to
punish evil, and as Christians we must obey the governing
authorities. 

When a person becomes  a soldier,  police officer,  or
one who enforces the will of the government, they become
an  extension  of  that  government.  Therefore,  they  have
authority from God to “bear the sword.” Or, simply put,
use lethal force. 

Deep down, I believe no one in their right mind truly
desires to  take another person’s  life.  It  may be best  for
conscience’s sake for those who desire to serve, to select a
position where there will be no need to use lethal force.
But, if need be, God does authorize capital punishment.

I  am  writing  this  article  because  there  might  be
brothers  or  sisters  who have struggled with issues  from
being in the military. If you acted justly as a soldier like
the  Bible  exhorts,  and  you  have  submitted  to  your
government’s authority,  then I believe God will  not find
you at fault for serving your country.

Soldiers,  thank  you  for  your  sacrifice  to  keep  this
country free. Soldier or not, if you feel the stain of sin on
your soul, never forget God is willing to forgive you no
matter what—I Timothy 1:9-11. God was willing to give
up His Son to set you free. If God forgives us, we too must
forgive ourselves. His grace is greater than our sin. To God
be the glory!

- Seth Michael

I  commend  Jeff  &  Dianna  Davis,
Wes  Deweese,  Ryan  &  Christine
Endsley,  Seth  Michael,  Gloria
Hartmann,  Vivian  Hosto,  Richard

& Evelyn Stopher, and Jason Wright as they work
hard in the Fishers of Men class. At least fourteen
individuals are being studied with by members of
this  class.  Keep  them  in  your  prayers,  both
teachers and students.
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