
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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HHEE D DIEDIED  FORFOR M MEE!!
BBYY T TIMIM K KIDWELLIDWELL

he man had a gun pointed directly at my head.
He had forced me to kneel down in front of
him.  As  the  gunman  cocked  his  pistol  he

sneered,  “Say  your  prayers!”  As  I  knelt  on  the
sidewalk, shaking, my thoughts turned to my wife and
children. I thought of all the things I had planned to
do  that  would  never  be  accomplished.  My  heart
thumped  loudly  in  my  chest.  I  squeezed  my  eyes
tightly together. I held my breath as I waited for the
explosion  of  a  bullet  that  would  end  my  life.
Suddenly, I heard the sound of a struggle. 

T

I opened my eyes to see the gunman and another
man wrestling on the ground. A bright light flashed
and a deafening explosion rocked the night. Nearby a
siren began to sound. The gunman quickly vanished
into the night leaving me behind with a stranger who
lay in a puddle of blood. My life had been spared. No,
my life had been given back to me, purchased by the
blood of a stranger. I ask you, if this had happened to
you would you ever forget it? Would it be possible
for  you  to  spend  too  much  time  trying  to  learn
information about the man who died in your place?
Would it be possible to appreciate this man too much?
Could anyone make you feel embarrassed or ashamed
because you  wanted others  to  know about  the man
who saved your life? Do you think you would stop
telling this story if people made fun of you for sharing
it? Could you tell the story too many times?

The fact is this did happen to you. It happened to
all of us. Around two thousand years ago Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, died on a cross so that  you and I
would  not  have  to  die.  But  the  death  He saved us
from is far worse than any physical death we could
experience.  Jesus  saved  us  from  eternal  death.
Because of His death we now have the opportunity to

live  with  God  forever  in  heaven  instead  of  eternal
torment in hell. 

Which  is  more  important,  a  temporary  physical
life or an eternal spiritual one? Which story is easier
to tell, the one of the man saving our physical life, or
the story of Jesus saving our spiritual life?

I ask you: Since this did happen to you, will you
ever forget it? Will it be possible for you to spend too
much time trying to learn information about the man,
Jesus, who died in your place? Will it be possible to
appreciate  Jesus  too  much?  Can  anyone  make  you
feel embarrassed or ashamed because you want others
to know about the man who saved your spiritual life?
Do you think you will stop telling this story if people
make fun of you for sharing it? Can you tell the story
too many times?

Why, then, are you not telling it? “For I am not
shamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God unto salvation…” (Romans 1:16).

Editor’s Note: Tim Kidwell is one of the speakers
on  the  Thirty-fourth  Annual  St.  Louis  Area-Wide
Lectureship.  The  theme is  “Government  Is  Not  the
Answer - God Is!” It will held at the West End church
of Christ facility in St. Charles, MO, September 18-
20.

TLM

TheThe 
CorrespondentCorrespondent

http://www.collinsvillecoc.org/


Page 2 The Correspondent September 10, 2014 

“C“CLASSICLASSIC” R” RESPONSESESPONSES  FROMFROM E EVOLUTIONISTVOLUTIONIST
BBYY E ERICRIC L LYONSYONS, M.M, M.MININ

Through  the  years,  evolutionists  have  been
presented with an abundant amount of evidence that
points toward the Creation model and away from the
evolution  model.  Nearly  every  time,  however,  they
have rejected the  available  facts  presented to  them,
deciding rather to embrace their theory in spite of the
facts. Consider a few of the many tenuous responses
that  evolutionists  have  given  to  the  evidence
presented  to  them in opposition  to  the evolutionary
geologic timetable.

(1)  In  an  attempt  to  explain  away  “human-like
footprints”  embedded  in  250-million-year-old  coal
veins in Kentucky,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and westward
toward the Rocky Mountains, Albert G. Ingalls (the
state  geologist  of  Kentucky)  could  muster  only  the
following explanation.

If man, or even his ape ancestor, or even the ape
ancestor’s early mammal ancestor, existed as far back
as in the Carboniferous period in any shape, then the
whole science of geology is so completely wrong that
all geologists will resign their jobs and take up truck
driving.  Hence,  for  the  present  at  least,  science
rejects  the  attractive  explanation  that  man  made
these  mysterious  prints  in  the  mud  of  the
Carboniferous  period  with  his  feet  (1940,  162:14,
emp. added; see also, Wilder-Smith, 1970, p. 300).

Evolutionary  scientists  still  are  rejecting  the
“attractive explanation”—i.e.,  the obvious fact—that
these prints are human footprints.

(2)  In  attempting  to  explain  away  how  two
trilobites  were  found  fossilized  inside  of  a  human
sandal  print  in  Antelope  Springs,  Utah,  in  1968,
evolutionists have asserted that the print is merely a
spall (cracking or chipping) pattern in the rock (see
Conrad,  1981,  4:30-  33).  They do not  question  the
authenticity of the trilobite fossils, yet they reject the
interpretation that these trilobites are found inside a
human  sandal  print.  One  wonders  what  kind  of
explanation they have for the stitching that is visible
along the edges of the sandal print?

(3)  During  the  summer  of  2004,  while  I  was
visiting  the  Natural  Bridges  National  Monument  in
southeast Utah, I asked one of the staff members at
the visitor’s center how scientists explain the presence

of an antiquated dinosaur  petroglyph at  the base of
Kachina  Bridge.  Her  response:  “They don’t  really
want  to  explain  it.”  Truth  be  told,  if  I  were  an
evolutionist,  I  would  not  want  to  explain  it  either.
This  piece  of  evidence  blatantly  contradicts  their
timetable.  According  to  the  theory  of  evolution,
humans  never  lived  with  dinosaurs.  But  if  humans
never  saw living  dinosaurs,  how did  the  Anasazis,
who inhabited southeastern Utah long before dinosaur
fossils  were  found in  modern  times,  carve  such  an
accurate picture of a dinosaur onto the side of a rock
wall?

If the responses by evolutionists to the mountain
of  evidence  that  points  toward  the  Creation  model
were  not  so  pitiful  and  potentially  soul  damaging,
they would be somewhat comical. To think that some
men  and  women  who  call  themselves  “scientists”
actually reject facts of science in order to embrace the
evolutionary  theory  is  revolting.  May  humanity
recognize that God has left testimony of His work in
Creation all around us (cf. Psalm 19:1; Romans 1:20).

“Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has
made us, and not we ourselves” (Psalm 100:3). 

“Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord;  let  all  the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. For He
spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood
fast” (Psalm 33:8-9).

No evolutionists will ever be able to explain away
these truths!1
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