
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against 
Abel his brother and slew him. And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know 
not: Am I my brother’s keeper? (Genesis 4:8-9)

ife is brief at best, and full of problems. The sweet
Psalmist  penned,  “The  days  of  our  years  are
threescore  and  ten;  and  if  by  reason  of  strength

they be fourscore  years,  yet  is  their  strength labour and
sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away” (Psalms
90:10). None of us are immune to these problems and from
time to time we may need our brother to pick us up and to
help  us  through  these  trying  times.  In  part,  the  church
(God’s family), is designed to help us do this very thing.
The terms God uses throughout Holy Writ should serve to
remind us of this obligation and responsibility,  “brother,
sister, mother, father,” etc. Most of us would not neglect or
turn a blind eye to the need of someone in our physical
family nor should we neglect the need of someone in our
spiritual family (the church).

L

Paul  exhorted the Galatians,  “Brethren,  if  a  man  be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a
one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted.  Bear ye  one another’s burdens,  and so
fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:1 -2).

Sometimes  our  brother’s  need  may  be  spiritual  in
nature.  He  may  suffer  from addiction  to  drugs,  sex,  or
some other type  of sin  or temptation.  Regardless of  the
need, we are instructed to support and help him if at all
possible, “Now we exhort you,  brethren, warn them that
are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be
patient toward all men. See that none render evil for evil
unto any man; but ever follow that which is  good,  both
among yourselves, and to all men” (1 Thessalonians 5:14-
15).

At other times, our brother’s problem may be physical
in nature.  He may be suffering financially due to a bad
economy,  catastrophic  expenses  incurred  from sickness,
injury, loss of job, or something similar to the above. In

such  cases  John  exhorted  the  early  Church,  “Hereby
perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from
him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him?  My  little
children let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth” (1John 3:16-18). The early church even
took the widow and orphan into her care (James 1:27 and
Acts 6:1-7).

Physical  care  however,  is  not  confined  to  financial
concerns. Paul penned, “Rejoice with them that do rejoice,
and weep with them that weep” (Romans 12:15). Here we
are  told  to  tend  to  the  emotional  need  of  our  brother.
Sometimes stress or depression is triggered by a death in
the family, one’s own physical ailments, divorce, or some
other type of family disorder. These problems are all too
often needs which are overlooked and go unaddressed and
unattended.  When  this  happens,  these  individuals  are
prone  to  become  discouraged  with  life  in  general  and
become  subject  to  apostasy.  While  they  must  accept  a
certain  degree  of  responsibility  in  these  areas,  it  is
nonetheless  unattended.  When  this  happens,  these
individuals are prone to become discouraged with life in
general and become subject to apostasy. While they must
accept a certain degree of responsibility in these areas, it is
nonetheless  our  obligation  as  their  brother  and sister  in
Christ  to  give  them the emotional  support  they need to
survive their crisis. We are our brother’s keeper (Genesis
4:8-9).

May it never be said that our brother or sister became
discouraged and left the faith because we were unwilling
to help them bear the burdens of life (Galatians 6:1-2).
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EENCOURAGENCOURAGE Y YOUNGOUNG M MENEN  ININ  THETHE C CHURCHHURCH

If  we  do  not  get  some  young  preachers  in  the
pulpit, then we will not have any seasoned preachers
in the future. If we do not get some young men to lead
songs, then we will have inadequate song leaders in
the days to come. If we do not encourage our young
men  to  be  zealous  for  the  faith,  then  lukewarm
congregation are at hand. 

I am a young man. I feel obligated to address this
issue, not only because I am young, but namely for
this: the Bible speaks of it.  “Let no man despise thy
youth;  but  be  thou an example  of  the  believers,  in
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). 

I have heard first hand from an older preacher that
his son (early teens) used to lead songs. He gave up
song leading when a member unjustly criticized the
way  he  sang,  and  he  then  promised  his  father  he
would never lead in the church again. 

I have been fortunate enough, in my few years of
preaching,  to  never  have  been  harshly  confronted.
When I first started preaching I was in my teens, and
I know all the material I presented did not captivate
and enthrall, but it was the truth—God’s Word. Such
is the nature of inexperience in any vocation. I am not
writing  this  because  someone  was  cross  with  me;
rather, I am doing so because I believe this is a real
issue in God’s church. 

One preacher, who also started young, was sitting
at  the  front  in  the  auditorium  on  Sunday.  He  was
already nervous,  trying  to  put  his  thoughts together
before standing up and addressing the people, when a
hand reached out and vigorously rubbed the back of
his ear. The young man turned to see an older brother
who responded, “Just as I thought, still wet behind the
ears.” This comment was not received in jest, but in
disdain. 

Shame be upon anyone who causes a young man
to lose heart simply because he is young! 

I  am not  saying  we  have  to  operate  under  the
pretense that everyone who leads in the church is awe
inspiring and we must handle them with kid gloves.
Of course, there is room for criticism. Nevertheless, it
is just as all mothers say, “If you don’t have anything
nice to say, then don’t say anything at all.” 

The Bible is a common sense book, and it tells us

there are times when it  is better  for us to hold our
tongue: 

“In  the  multitude  of  words  there
wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth
his lips is wise” (Proverbs 10:19). 
“Whoso  keepeth  his  mouth  and  his
tongue keepeth his soul from troubles”
(Proverbs 21:23). 
“Let your speech be alway with grace,
seasoned with salt,  that ye may know
how ye  ought  to  answer every  man”
(Colossians 4:6). 

I graduated from preaching school in 2013. Last I
heard preaching schools at large are putting out fewer
preachers  compared  to  those  who  are  retiring  or
passing  away.  You  don’t  have  to  go  to  school  to
preach,  but  the  number  of  graduates  gives  us  a
ballpark idea of how many men are in the pulpit. We
are falling behind. 

We ought to build one another up with our words,
and only censure someone if  they are in  Scriptural
error. Even then, we can be tactful. There are times to
be a Bible thumper (Matthew 14:4). There are also
times  to  be gentle—to  admonish  (Acts  18:25-26;  2
Thessalonians 3:15). It is unwise, hurtful, and dare I
say sinful to chastise a young man in the church over
a matter of judgment; to do so potentially removes a
gospel preacher from the field, and therefore prevents
the good news of Christ to be heard. 

—Seth Michael
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