
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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THURSDAY THROUGH SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18-20, 2014

HELD AT THE WEST END CHURCH OF CHRIST

3815 S OLD HIGHWAY 94, ST. PETERS, MO

GOVERNMENT IS NOT THE ANSWER – GOD IS!
Thursday, September 18:

2:00 p.m. No Authority Except from God Jerry Joseph
3:00 p.m. So Goes the Home So Goes the Nation Wayne Robbins

6:30 p.m. Congregational Singing
7:00 p.m Today’s Culture and the Church Tim Kidwell
8:00 p.m. Abortion: Viewed by Government and God Ray Sullens

Friday, September 19:
2:00 p.m. As for Me and My House Wayne Robbins
3:00 p.m. Philosophies of Man vs. Principles of God David Campbell

6:30 p.m. Congregational Singing
7:00 p.m. Should We Support Leaders Opposed to Moral 

Principles
Ray Sullens

8:00 p.m. Same Sex Marriage: Viewed by Government and God Jim Faughn

Saturday, September 20:
9:00 a.m. Should Congregations Consider Umbrella Schools David Campbell
10:00 a.m. A Dumbed Down Gospel Will not Change Our Society Tim Kidwell

God’s Woman in Today’s Culture Edith Sullins
Does Legalizing Drugs Change Things with God Nelson Kibby

11:00 a.m. Who Is in Control—Government or God Jim Faughn
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I HI HATEATE R RULESULES!!
o you  ever  feel  oppressed by countless
rules? One of the first words we learn to
say is  “No!” There  are  times  when we

want things our own way.
D
Certainly there can be some rules in life which are

arbitrary or silly. I think it is always interesting when
I hear of laws which have been grandfathered in, and
never  abolished  or  changed  even  though  they  are
ridiculous. While driving through rural Pennsylvania
at night, “state law” requires you to stop every mile to
fire off a rocket signal. In the state of Missouri, you
cannot drive on the highway with an uncaged bear in
your  automobile.  In  our  home  state  Illinois,  it  is
against the law to give a lit cigar to your pets. Sorry
Spike,  you need to chew some gum and break that
nasty habit.1

These laws may make you chuckle, but could you
imagine a world with no rules? Think about driving
with no speed limits and no stop signs. Think about a
world where robbery is not punished. Think about a
life where anything goes. That is a scary thought. The
book  of  Judges  is  one  of  the  darkest  books  in  the
Bible, because it contains murder, rape, and anarchy.
Why? “In those days there was no king in Israel, but
every man did that which was right in his own eyes”
(Judges 17:6). In other words, there were no rules!

At  times  we  may  view  rules  and  laws  as
overbearing or downright idiotic. However, the rules
of God are perfect, because God is perfect. The law of
God is  not  arbitrary  or  tyrannical  to  the  spiritually
minded  person.  His  rule  is  life  and  wellbeing.  As
Moses gave that awesome discourse to the nation of
Israel  before  they  went  into  the  promised  land,  he
stated, “And the LORD commanded us to do all these
statutes,  to  fear  the  LORD our  God,  for  our  good
always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this
day” (Deuteronomy 6:24, emph. added). His statutes
are for our good. In the New Testament we are told,
“For  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his
commandments:  and  his  commandments  are  not
grievous” (1 John 5:3). Just as a caring father is going
to set boundaries for the safety and wellbeing of his
children,  our  Heavenly  Father  has  given  us  some
boundaries. This is for our good. Let us consider the
rules  of  our  creator  and  understand  they  are  the

perfect law of liberty!
- Seth Micahel

REFERENCES
1 https://www.legalzoom.com/articles/top-1 craziest-laws-still-on-

the-books

 
Have you ever noticed how difficult it is for 

young children to shoot baskets at a regulation sized 
basketball goal? The problem is that they cannot get 
the ball to the rim. With someone to lift them up, they
would be able to make the basket. 

Likewise, many times we struggle spiritually. We 
cannot get the ball to the rim. Yet, we can accomplish
a lot more with a little help. Help a fellow Christian 
this week. It might be just the boost they need to help 
them on their way to heaven. 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in
due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So 
then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.  Galatians 6:9-10 ESV 

Call one of our shut-ins. Drop by on the way 
home to visit one of our widowed. Send a card to 
someone who has missed services. Encourage or help 
a brother or sister who might be struggling. 

Have a great week lived to the glory of God. 
- TLM

Here  are  some  things  to  put  on
your calendar and in your prayers.
The  Fishers  of  Men  class  begins
Monday,  August  25.  New

Wednesday classes begin September 3. Our annual
congregational  meeting is Sunday, September 28,
4:30 p.m. The 34th Annual St. Louis Area Wide
Lectureship  is  September  18-20.  Our  gospel
meeting with Larry Sweeney is October 19-22.
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