
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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LLOOKINGOOKING  FORFOR  AA B BARGAINARGAIN??
eople  always  seem  to  be  looking  for  a  bargain.
They watch the paper for sales. Some will bargain
with a car dealer to get the best deal. In many third

world countries bargaining with the vendors is a way of
life.

P
Yard sales and garage sales are places people look  for

bargains,  and  many  times  bargains  are  found  without
realizing it. A man purchased a painting at such a sale for
less  than  fifty  dollars.  He  later  learned  it  was  worth
thousands  of  dollars.  Realizing  the  importance  of  the
painting, he commendably donated it to the museum.

Many people deal with God as they would deal with a
car salesman or at a yard sale. They want to bargain with
God  to  receive  the  greatest  value  at  the  lowest  price.
Several  things  are  wrong with such an  attitude.  Neither
you  nor  I  are  in  a  position  to  bargain with  God.  He  is
Creator of the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1). He is
the  God  Almighty  (Genesis  17:1).  He  has  no  need  of
anything, is not served by men’s hands, and has given man
everything he has (Acts 17:24-25).

What is it that any man has with which to bargain with
God? Man is of the dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7). He
has nothing of his own, for he came into the world with
nothing and will leave the world with nothing (1 Timothy
6:7).

No one is in a position to bargain with God!
The  priceless  gift  of  salvation  has  already  been

purchased for all. Jesus suffered upon the cross of Calvary,
shedding His precious blood for the sins of all mankind (1
Peter  1:18-19).  With  that  precious  blood,   He  has
redeemed man from the consequences of sin (Ephesians
1:7).

There is nothing more precious than the soul of a man.
If a man had all the riches of the world but lost his soul,
there would be no profit.  There is nothing man has that
could  be  given  in  exchange  for  one’s  soul  (Matthew
16:26).

As Paul wrote, we should give thanks unto God for
His unspeakable gift (2 Corinthians 9:15).

God  expects  no  less  than  our  all.  He  is  not  to  be

second to parents or children (Matthew 10:37). He is to be
before all relatives and friends (Luke 14:26). He is to be
placed even before self (Luke 14:26; Luke 9:23). To deny
self  does  not  mean to deny self  of  things.  Rather,  God
comes  before  me,  myself,  and  I!  All  things  are  to  be
forsaken and put into a secondary position relative to our
God, the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit
of  God (Luke 14:33).  Jesus  summed  it  up,  “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37).

Isn’t it amazing that we try to bargain with God, as the
man at the yard sale likely did for the painting? Yet, as that
man did not recognize the value of the painting, most do
not recognize the value of the precious gift of God’s Son
and the life that can be had in Christ.

Is  it  worth your  soul  to  try to  get  by as cheaply as
possible?

TLM

If  you  stump your  toe  or twist  your  ankle or  injure
some part of your lower extremity, what do you do. You
limp! Why?! The brain tells you that you hurt.  Every part
of the body works together to help the part that has been
injured or weakened. 

We are Christians. We are the body of Christ. We are
to care for one another. 

But  God has  so  composed  the  body,  giving  greater
honor  to  the  part  that  lacked  it,  that  there  may  be  no
division in the body, but that the members may have the
same  care  for  one  another.  If  one  member  suffers,  all
suffer  together;  if  one  member  is  honored,  all  rejoice
together. 1 Corinthians 12:24-26 ESV 

If you know a part of the body that is hurting, reach
out today to help. If you rejoice, share your joy with the
body. Let others of the body share in your life today. 

Make  a  phone  call.  Write  a  card.  Greet  them  at
worship on Sunday. Make an effort to help members of the
body. 

TLM
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IITT I ISS B BETTERETTER T THANHAN G GOLDOLD

“Give instruction to a wise man, and he will  be yet
wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning”
(Proverbs 9:9). I do not pretend to know everything. No
one  can.  Therefore,  a  wise  person  will  be  open  to
instruction.  Jesus  is  the  master  teacher.  Yes  He  was  a
carpenter, but primarily Jesus was a preacher and teacher.
He was not  crucified for building a house poorly.  Jesus
was  crucified  becauseHe  proclaimed  the  truth  with
tenacity, and some people could not abide the clean radiant
truth He proclaimed.

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  arguably  the  most
wonderful  and  profound  utterance  ever  received  by  the
ears of men. Within the Lord’s sermon there is one concise
teaching  that  will  change  everyone  for  the  better  if
followed.

It  can  make  husbands  better  husbands,  wives  better
wives,  and  children  more  obedient.  It  can  make  you  a
better friend. It  can strengthen relationships. If everyone
exercised this one teaching it would end crime as we know
it;  there  would  be no  violence,  no  molestation,  no  war.
You would not have to lock your doors, or worry if your
children were safe. Such great things are attainable in one
sentence Jesus spoke.

He said,  “Therefore all  things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this
is the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12).

This is often labeled the “golden rule.” Indeed it is, but
it is far more precious than gold. 

How highly do you  esteem the Bible?  For  practical
reasons many people cannot spend as much time searching
the Scriptures as they spend working to put food on the
table. I understand that, but would you if you could? The
compensation from the thoughtful study of God’s word far
surpasses any worldly gain. “More to be desired are they
than gold,  yea,  than much fine  gold:  sweeter  also  than
honey and the honeycomb” (Psalm 19:10). The Bible is the
greatest treasure this world has. Yet, how often do people
push it aside to go after refuse?

The golden rule is concise and the implications of it
are far-reaching.

Most  people  inherently  know  they  should  be  good
(Matthew 7:7-12). No sane person is going to give their
hungry child a stone instead of bread, or a serpent instead
of a fish. It is common sense. However, people abandon
their  common  sense  to  gratify  their  vile  desires.  Sin  is
pleasant.  That  is  why people  break God’s  law,  but  it  is
fleeting pleasure (Hebrews 11:25).

I  often  wonder  why  there  are  not  more  people

responsive  to  genuine  Christianity—more  people  who
desire to live faithfully,  more people who answer God’s
call to be immersed into Christ and thereby added to the
church,  more  people  who  are  zealous  for  evangelism,
MORE PEOPLE WHO CARE. Why aren’t there more? I
believe  one  reason for  this  depressing  status  quo is  the
demand God’s word places on the individual. The life of
sin  is  self-seeking,  apathetic,  and  inactive—easy.
However, the godly life is other-seeking, considerate, and
proactive. 

The golden rule is not a suggestion, it is a command. 
If you are going to follow Christ, you must obey Him.

O,  what  a  different  world  it  would  be  if  we  would  all
follow the golden rule.  It  would  be the  best  it  possibly
could be—a utopia, a paradise. That is what God wants for
you. He isn’t going to give you a stone or a serpent, but He
will give you what you need. Doesn’t He send His rain on
the just and the unjust? He wants the best for you, but you
must  reach  out  grasp  what  God  provides.  Utilize  the
golden rule.

-Seth Michael

When you plan vacations, make time
for  God.   Not  only  will  you  be
pleasing to Him by worshiping Him
and studying His word as you would

at home, you have a wonderful opportunity to meet
brothers and sisters in other places. On our trip to
Canada, Mary and I met Christians from all over the
world.  Canada,  at  least  Ontario,  is  a  multicultured
society. One congregation we visited has five elders,
all  of  whom  originated  in  different  countries.  We
found it a great joy to spend time with brethren we
had not met before.
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