
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
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t is  a regular occurrence for a preacher to receive
feedback from the sermons he preaches. Often the
comments are very encouraging. It’s always nice to

hear  when  brethren  appreciate  hearing  the  Truth.  At
other  times  the  comments  can  be  disappointing.
Consider one such event in this preacher’s life. About
ten years  ago I  was preaching a sermon on what  our
Lord  teaches  concerning  marriage,  divorce  and
remarriage. After the sermon one of the brethren came
right to me and asked to see me in a back classroom. He
began to chastise me for the lesson that I had brought.
My first  reaction was to ask him what I had said that
was un-Biblical. He replied, “It’s not what you said, it’s
how you said it.” He began to emotionally describe how
his son was visiting that morning and happened to be in
an  adulterous  relationship.  I  then  asked  him  how  I
should  have  preached  this  topic.  He  responded  by
informing  me  that  I  should  not  have  preached  the
sermon  at  all  because  God  will  forgive  adulterers
without  them  having  to  separate  from  their  current
partners.  Proponents  of  the  phrase  “It’s  not  what  he
said…”  usually  have  the  same  mindset  as  the
aforementioned  brother.  In  reality  it  IS  what  the
preacher  says  that  is  despised.  Take for  example  this
very  situation.  To  many  the  words  of  our  Lord  in
Matthew  19  are  too  harsh  no  matter  how  they  are
spoken. It’s the doctrine that individuals have a problem
with not the method of delivery.

I

This attitude reminds me of the words spoken by
Ahab  in  1  Kings  22.  In  that  chapter  Ahab  wants
Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, to join forces with Israel
to  overtake  Syria.  Wisely  Jehoshaphat  asks  that  they
inquire  of  the  Lord.  The  king  of  Judah  asks  this
important question, “Is there not here a prophet of the
Lord besides, that we might inquire of him” (1 Kings
22:7)?  At this  request  Ahab states,  “There  is  yet  one
man,  Micaiah  the  son  of  Imlah,  by  whom  we  may

enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not
prophesy good concerning me, but evil” (1 Kings 22:8).
Sometimes people hate hearing the truth. Was it the way
that  Micaiah spoke that  ruined  him as  a preacher  for
Ahab?  Certainly  not!  It  was  the  message  that  was
preached that Ahab hated.

Let’s  not  mistake  boldness  in  preaching  for
meanness. Jesus, John the Baptizer, Paul and Peter were
all  bold in their  preaching.  Many hated each of these
preachers. Was it the tone of voice that Jesus used that
caused His death? Was it the rhetoric employed by John
that caused him to lose his head? No, it was his courage
and boldness to tell a man that it was not lawful for him
to  have his  brother’s  wife.  Consider  this  next  time  a
sermon angers you. What are you really angry with, the
man or the message?

Via the Bulletin of the 39th Street church of Christ
Independence, MO

March 23, 2014

Just to keep everyone informed, those
working on plans for initiating a Lads
to  Leaders  program  have  had
difficulty  coordinating  meetings  due

to summer schedules.  Hopefully  a  proposal  can be
made to the elders so something can begin sometime
in the fall. If not, surely everything can be in place by
the beginning of 2015. 

Don’t forget. There is a suggestion box on the 
table outside the secretary’s office. If you have 
suggestions for the elders, you may place them in the
box at any time. Suggestions should be dated and 
signed in case we have questions or need to talk to 
you personally.
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What does the Bible say about wine? Does the Bible

allow the  drinking  of  alcoholic  beverages?  Did  Jesus
condone the consumption of alcoholic beverages when
he turned water into wine as stated in John 2:1-11? Let’s
answer these questions by first examining some sources
peripheral  to  the  Biblical  account,  and  then  use  the
Bible itself.

The word translated into English as wine is  oinos .
According to Joseph H. Thayer this can be defined as:
“The  same  as,  or  equivalent  to  the  vine.”1 The
commentator Wayne Jackson says, “The Greek term for
‘wine’ is generic; it can denote grape juice (Isa. 16:10;
Rev.  19:15)  or  a  beverage  with  a  degree  of  alcohol
(Eph. 5:18).”2 The book Bible Wines says the following:
“Biblical scholars are agreed that in the Septuagint or
Greek translation of the Old Testament and in the New
Testament, the word  oinos  corresponds to the Hebrew
word yayin, Stuart says; ‘In the New Testament we have
oinos, which corresponds exactly to the Hebrew yayin.’
As  both  yayin  and  oinos  are  generic  words,  they
designate the juice of the grape in all stages.”3 Today we
use the word wine solely in reference to an intoxicating
drink,  but  we can  see  from these  secular  sources  the
word wine, as used in the New Testament, is not limited
to an alcoholic beverage. It is an ambiguous term that
can simply mean grape juice. 

Now let us examine what the Bible says about wine.
The Bible was completed about 2,000 years ago, and if
we are not careful we can make the error of injecting
our present day prejudices and conceptions into the text.
The  question  presented  is:  did  Jesus  make  alcoholic
wine?

I propose Jesus did not make an alcoholic beverage.
Some  view  John  2:1-11  as  justification  for  social
drinking. Those who propose this are burdened with the
task of proving the wine Jesus made was intoxicating.
We  must  not  forget  Jesus  was  a  Jewish  man  (both
ethnically  and  religiously).  He  upheld  practicing  the
purity of God’s word. The Old Testament (OT) always
condemns the use of alcoholic drink for social purposes.
“Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  drink  is  raging:  and
whosoever is  deceived thereby is  not wise”  (Proverbs
20:1). See also: Leviticus 10:9; Proverbs 23:21, 29-35;
31:4; Ezekiel 44:21; Habakkuk 2:15-16.

What about the New Testament (NT)? What does it
say?  We  are  told  in  the  NT  not  to  become  drunk
(Ephesians  5:18),  we  are  told  to  be  sober  (1

Thessalonians  5:6-8),  and  we  are  told  not  to  keep
company with a drunkard (1 Corinthians 5:11). The NT
condemns drinking specifically and even insobriety of
any nature.  1  Corinthians  6:9-10  tells  us  “drunkards”
will not inherit the kingdom of God. In Galatians 5:19-
21 “drunkenness” is listed among the works of the flesh.

Considering what the OT and NT command, would
it have been possible for Jesus to make over 100 gallons
of  alcoholic  wine  and  maintain  harmony  with  God’s
word?  Jesus  was/is  without  sin,  therefore  He  did  not
make an intoxicating drink. He Himself taught saying,
“And  take  heed  to  yourselves,  lest  at  any  time  your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares” (Luke 21:34).

When establishing Biblical doctrine, we must take
into account the context of Scripture (both the direct and
remote). Those who propose Jesus made alcoholic wine
do  not  do  so.  They  simply  try  to  justify  their  sinful
practice by emphasizing one passage and ignoring the
rest. 

In  the  hot  arid  climate  of  Palestine  grape  juice
naturally and quickly begins to ferment. Therefore fresh
juice  was  preferred  above  that  of  the  tangy  or  acrid
slightly  fermented  wine.  Jesus  made  grape  juice.  He
made  the  drink  that  was  preferred  (John  2:9-10),  the
drink that would maintain sobriety,  and the drink that
harmonized with God’s written will.

—Seth Michael
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