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TTORNADOORNADO R RELIEFELIEF U UPDATEPDATE
n Thursday, April 3, I had an exchange of emails
with  Bryan  Reeves,  an  elder  at  the  church  in
Eureka, IL. He is the one of those who have been

coordinating  the  relief  efforts  in  Washington  and  the
surrounding communities that were hit by the tornados last
fall. I contacted him to see in what   ways we could be of
further help and support. He sent a rather extensive report.
We have twenty members who have gone to help with the
relief efforts on two different occasions. Some of those went
both times. With that in mind, I thought it would be good to
keep you informed.

O

Bryan wrote the following as an update:

Good morning, Terry!

We  are  excited  about  our  community  worship  this
Sunday. The three churches in this effort are all coming to a
junior high school in Washington for a combined assembly.
We sent flyers to everyone that gave us an address. 

Weather continues to be a factor in what we're trying to
accomplish. We're transitioning, just like the  affected people.
We still operate our relief center on the same schedule we've
been on for the last month. However, we'll be reducing the
number of shifts in the near future. We still meet people who
are first time visitors, some who are still living in temporary
housing arrangements, and even some who are still living in
hotels. This is four and a half months after the tornado.

Saturday we are taking supplies to Gifford, IL. No one
has been in to help them. We'll do a "parking lot giveaway"
similar  to  what  we  did  in  Pekin.  We  hope  to  have  some
volunteers from the Philo Rd. and Sullivan churches to help
there.

Tonight  we  host  a  small  group  of  volunteers  from
Oklahoma. They plan to come in to help with clean up, help
in Gifford and whatever we can find for them to do. They'll
leave Sunday after the worship service. 

Last  Saturday  we  had  a  large  group  of  Boy and  Cub
Scouts  scheduled  to  come  clean  a  field  just  north  of
Washington. This field is the worst hit for trash because its
right  on  the  edge  of  the  affected  area.  However,  rain  last
week forced us to cancel that clean up.

As I said, we're transitioning. We're trying to find areas

to  send  people  to  help  with  clean  up  or  other  work.  The
winter weather has finally broken, and even though its still
cool and wet, work is going on. The winds now create more
problems for the residents. Some may have cleaned their lots
but debris still blows from in from other areas of town. 

We have a group of about 20 from New York coming the
week after Easter. We have two groups coming in June from
Texas. One will be as large as 50. We're working on housing
and feeding them, and of course sending them out to work.

We still give away some of the basic supplies, like food
boxes and personal care items. People still request furniture,
and we're building a list for our next appliance giveaway. 

We can put people to work for a day or two if you have
some who want to come. Since you're close to the action, I
suggest  just  watching  the  weather.  Maybe  in  a  couple  of
weeks we'll be in a more favorable weather pattern.

We  hosted  a  performance  by  the  Harding  University
Good  News  Singers  a  couple  of  weeks  ago.  We  had  an
excellent  turnout,  around  200  people  and  great  media
coverage. Most of the attendees were church members, but
we had a good response from the community.

Good to hear from you. Thanks for your help in the past
and the compassion you have to continue to offer it. 

Bryan Reeves

I replied, asking Bryan to be more specific on how we 
might help. His reply is below. You can let me know if you 
want to help coordinate anything.

We are grateful for any help. If you have some people
who  want  to  drive  here  and  back  in  a  day,  that  will  be
beneficial.  If  some  want  to  spend more  time  working,  for
example,  they could  drive  here  on  a  Friday and  return  on
Saturday. Or any longer period of time. 

I’ve seen groups here during the week, most likely some
on a  break  from school.  The  work  doesn’t  have  to  be  on
weekends. That depends just on when people can give their
time.

TLM

TheThe 
CorrespondentCorrespondent

http://www.collinsvillecoc.org/


Page 2 The Correspondent April 16, 2014

BBACKACK  TOTO B BASICSASICS

In  these  two  articles  I  will  share  some  of  the  first
principles which teach us about the nature of the church.
From time to time, we all need to return to Scripture and
refresh  our  minds  with  regard  to  the  fundamentals.
“Wherefore  I  shall  be  ready  always  to  put  you  in
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and
are established in the truth which is with you. And I think
it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by
putting you in remembrance” (2 Peter 1:12-13).

The  Holy Bible  is  God’s  word,  and  it  alone  is  His
revealed  will  to  mankind.  The  Scriptures  are  inspired
(Breathed out  by God or given by God’s  Spirit).  See II
Timothy 3:16-16; II Peter 1:16-21; II Samuel 23:2; Luke
1:70; Acts 3:18; Matthew 22:31-32; I Thessalonians 2:13.
We are commanded to speak as  the oracles (utterances) of
God—I Peter  4:11. The Bible is  our standard,  even if  a
person in contemporary history claims to be inspired.  If
they speak something other than what has been written in
Scripture, they are condemned to Hell—Galatians 1:6-10.
If a person adds to the Bible, they have said too much—
Revelation 22:18; Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32; Proverbs 30:5-
6. If anyone subtracts from the Bible, they have said too
little—Acts 20:27; Matthew 28:20; I Thessalonians 2:4.

There are two major covenants in the Bible. They are
the  Old  Testament  (OT)  and the  New Testament  (NT).
Romans 7:1-4 teaches mankind was once married to the
OT. Now, in the age of  Christ, the OT  has died. Being
dead we are no longer married to it— t has no authority for
mankind today. Those who desire to go back to the OT to
establish their faith and religion, are marrying themselves
to a corpse. The OT has been done away with—Romans
7:4,  Ephesians  2:13-16,  Colossians  2:14-17,  Galatians
2:16, 21; 3:10- 2, 24-25; 5:2-4. It is the NT we must look
to for establishing our faith and religion—Hebrews 3:1-6;
7:11-17, 22; 8:13; 9:14-17; 12:24.

We all have sinned. We all have done some evil in our
life.  “for all  have sinned,  and fall  short  of  the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23). It is our sin which separates us from
God—Isaiah  59:1-2.  Sin  by  definition  is  transgressing
God’s law—1 John 3:4. Sin is failing to do what you know
is  right—James  4:17.  Sin  is  when  you  go  against
conscience—Romans 14:23. We must be humble enough
to acknowledge the wrong in our life, and turn to God for
forgiveness.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is
the  kingdom  of  heaven”(Matthew  5:3).  Jesus  died  to
forgive  us  of  our  sins—Matthew  26:28;  John  3:16;
Romans 5:8-9; I Peter 3:18; I John 3:16.

God has  revealed His  plan  of  salvation  in  the  New
Testament.  He  wants  us  to  have  faith  (Mark  16:16;
Hebrews  11:6),  repent  (Luke  13:3;  Acts  2:38),  Confess

Jesus  as  our  Savior  (Acts  4:12;  Romans  10:9-  0),  be
immersed in water for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew
28:19;  Acts 2:38;  8:12,  36-38;  22:16;  I Peter  3:21),  and
God  wants  us  to  live  righteous  lives  (Romans  6:12-23;
Titus 2:11-14; I Peter 1:14-19).

When you choose to obey God, you are not earning
salvation.  You  are  simply  obeying  as  a  child  does  his
father. Faith alone cannot save.  “Thou believest that God
is  one;  thou  doest  well:  the  demons  also  believe,  and
shudder” (James 2:19). We are called to do the works of
God  in  our  lives,  and  not  to  follow  the  doctrines  and
commandments of men.  “Ye see that by works a man is
justified, and not only by  faith” (James 2:24).

May we always, “…press on toward the goal unto the
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus”
(Philippians 3:14). To do so, at times we must go back to
the basics, and refresh our hearts and minds.

—Seth Michael

----- 
 
Most people today seem to be more aware of eating

the proper diet. Advertisers continually remind us of the
benefits  of their  products  as  they list  ingredients.  An
advertisement  for  a  particular  bread  touted  it  as  one-
hundred percent whole grain and proclaimed, “Made for
a healthy life.” 

The Bible is  the inspired word of God. It  is  one-
hundred percent true (Psalm 119:160) and it is made for
a healthy spiritual  life,  as it  makes one complete and
mature, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-
17). 

But solid food is for the mature, for those who have
their powers of discernment trained by constant practice
to distinguish good from evil. Hebrews 5:14 ESV 

Eat heartily! Read and study God’s word daily for
good spiritual health.  It makes you strong so you can
discern between the good and the bad. 

Be in good health spiritually so you can help others
be the same. 

TLM
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