
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth... in every place. (1 Thessalonians 1:8)

Vol. 42, No. 15 Collinsville Church of Christ April 9, 2014

Schedule of Services

Sunday

Worship 
Bible Study 
Worship

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
 6:00 PM

Wednesday

Bible Study
Bible Study  

1:30  PM
7:00  PM

    Bible Call
(618) 667-9603

www.collinsvillecoc.org

EEXCITINGXCITING N NEWSEWS
riday,  October 8, 1971, is a date imbedded in
my mind. It is a date I will never forget. First,
though,  let  me  take  you  back  a  few  days  to

explain why. On Monday, Mary and I received news that
the state adoption agency had a baby girl to be placed in
our  home  for  adoption.  On  Tuesday,  we  went  to  the
agency to see that precious little girl, sign the necessary
papers, and take some pictures. We were told that the baby
would be brought to our home on Friday, October 8. We
were so excited about  the  news that  we just  had to  tell
others. Tuesday evening we had dinner with friends and
surprised  them by showing  them a  picture  of  our  little
baby. The next evening, at Wednesday services, we were
showing off the pictures once again. We wanted everyone
to know. 
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Exciting news is hard to contain. It is something that
has to be spread to others, and people usually take every
opportunity to do just that. There were several incidents in
the days of Jesus where people were like that. One is found
in Mark 7. Jesus came into the borders of Decapolis. There
was one brought to Him who was deaf and had a speech
impediment.  Jesus healed him so that he could hear and
speak plainly. Jesus then charged the people to tell no one
of the incident, but they made it know widely (Mark 7:36).

We have the most exciting news available to mankind.
We have the wonderful news of our Lord Jesus Christ. We
have the evidence that  He  is  the  Son  of  God,  and the
Father sent Him to this earth for the express purpose of
fulfilling His scheme of redemption for man. We have the
exciting news that Jesus died for our sins, giving himself
as  the  only  sacrifice  worthy  of  redeeming  us  for  our
Father. In giving His life as a sacrifice for us, through His
blood we have redemption. We have been cleansed of our
sins, and we can stand before God just as if we had never
sinned. Yet, there is more. Jesus was buried in the tomb,
but death could not hold him. He was raised from the dead
on the third day. Therefore, we know that death will not be
able to hold us. Jesus has lead the way,  and we will  be
victorious over death.  Just  as Jesus was raised from the
dead and dwells now at the right side of the Father, one

day we, too, will be raised to dwell with Him in heaven.
What  news could be more exciting than all  of  this?

That we will not have to face the eternal consequences of
our sins and that the grave cannot hold us is wonderful,
exciting news. Do you not want to share that news with
others? This news should be so exciting that  we cannot
contain  it.  It  should  be  as  a  burning  fire  in  our  bones
(Jeremiah 20:9) just waiting to be told.

When  the  church  was  first  established,  the  apostles
were  so  excited  about  the  news  of  Jesus  death  and
resurrection that they spread it throughout Jerusalem (Acts
5:28), even though they were under threat from the Jewish
leaders. Then when persecution came upon the church in
Jerusalem, those who were scattered abroad could not be
contained. They continued to preach and teach elsewhere
the good news of Jesus (Acts 8:1-4).

After  Paul  was  converted,  he  was  so  excited  about
good news of our Lord and salvation that he could not hold
it in. He had to tell others. He said that he was ready to
preach  the  gospel  to  them that  were  at  Rome  (Romans
1:15). To the church at Corinth he wrote, “for woe is unto
me, if I  preach not the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:16). He
even  told  the  elders  from  Ephesus  that  preaching  the
gospel was more dear than life itself (Acts 20:24). 

There remains no greater news than that of salvation.
There is the freedom from guilt and from the consequences
of sin. We should get excited and tell it to others.
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Acts 8:1-4 (NASB)
1 ...And on that day a great persecution began against
the  church  in  Jerusalem,  and  they  were  all  scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles.
2 Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud 
lamentation over him.
3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house 
after house, and dragging off men and women, he 
would put them in prison.
4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about 
preaching the word.
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“The comic debut of Superman has sold for an out-of-
his-world price. The copy of Action Comics No. 1 from
1938, which features the first appearance of the "Man of
Steel" was bought by an undisclosed buyer  for a record
$1.5  million  Monday  on  the  online  auction  site
ComicConnect.com.”1

This shows the value some people are willing to invest
in Superman—the Man of Steel. 

 For a long time I have enjoyed comic books. There is
something about colorfully clad heroes and heroines which
captures the imagination.

I  bet  most  people  in  American today could tell  you
more details about the life of Superman than they could
about the life of Jesus Christ.

Superman  is  an  alien  from the  planet  Krypton.  His
world was dying, so his parents sent him to Earth to save
his  life.  The  radiation  from  Earth’s  yellow  sun  gave
Superman  his  amazing  powers.  He  is  faster  than  a
speeding  bullet,  more  powerful  than  a  locomotive,  and
able to leap a tall building in a single bound.

He has been around for 76 years, and people still find
the character of Superman interesting. Why? I believe it is
because of his goodness. When the fanciful notions of an
alien super hero ebb from the periphery of our mind’s eye,
Superman endures  because he is  a  good man.  His story
reveals  a  man  who  has  absolute  morals,  a  man  of
character, a man of virtue, and a man who is willing to do
whatever it takes to save others.

People desire good men. People desire a savior.  For
those same good characteristics people invest themselves
in Jesus Christ.

Jesus came to this world being more than human. He is
a man of absolute morality, a man of character, a man of
virtue, and a man who is willing to do whatever it takes to
save others. Christ is a man of immense power.  “And he
awoke,  and  rebuked  the  wind,  and  said  unto  the  sea,
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great
calm” (Mark 4:39).

The key difference between these two men is fact and
fiction. We know Superman is a fictitious character. Jesus
Christ is a real man, and history attests to this numerous
times over.

Cornelius Tacitus lived in the first century, and he was
a historian. His disbelief in the Jewish and Christian faith
makes  his  statements  all  the  more  powerful.  “…the
persons commonly called Christians, who were hated for
their  enormities.  Christus,  the founder of the name,  was
put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the
reign of Tiberius: but the pernicious superstition, repressed
for a time, broke out again, not only through Judea, where

the mischief originated, but through the city of Rome also.
(Annals  XV,  44)”2  The  account  of  this  pagan  infidel
corroborates what the gospel records say.

The utterly profound thing is this:  the goodness and
story of Jesus Christ are far exceedingly transcendent than
that of Superman, and they are real! The story of Christ is
real! His goodness is real!

Jesus is no Man of Steel. He is the Man of Sorrow—
Isaiah  53:3.  Why?  He  is  because  He  is  willing  to  do
whatever it takes to save you. He knew it would cost His
blood in order to save you from your sins. He was grieved
because He knew He had to bear your griefs and iniquities
Isaiah  53:4ff.  He  poured  out  His  blood  for  you.  This
brought  Him  sorrow,  but  it  also  brought  Him  joy.  It
brought Him joy knowing the He was accomplishing the
Father’s  work.  It  brought  Him  joy  knowing  He  would
return to Heaven, and knowing that you too can be there
with Him.  “[Jesus]…who for the joy that was set before
him  endured  the  cross,  despising  shame,  and  hath  sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God”  (Hebrews
12:2).

Jesus was and is the greatest super hero the world will
ever know.

—Seth Michael
1 This excerpt from an article by the CNN Wire Staff:
http://www.cnn.com/2010/SHOWBIZ/03/30/superman.comic/

2 Josh McDowell, The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict
(Thomas Nelson) 120-121.
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  An advertisement for a particular bread touted it as 

one-hundred percent whole grain and proclaimed, “Made 
for a healthy life.” 

The Bible is the inspired word of God. It is one-
hundred percent true (Psalm 119:160) and it is made for a 
healthy spiritual life (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

But solid food is for the mature, for those who have 
their powers of discernment trained by constant practice 
to distinguish good from evil. Hebrews 5:14 ESV 

Eat heartily! Read and study God’s word daily for 
good spiritual health. It makes you strong so you can 
discern between the good and the bad. 
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